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Since  1968  the  movement  bringing  more  and 
more  Christian  Churches  into  visible  union 
has  advanced  on  several  fronts.  As  will  be 
described  in  the  following  pages,  significant 
gains  have  been  recorded  in  North  India, 
the  United  States,  and  the  Congo.  Plans  of 
Union  or  constitutions  have  progressed  mar- 
kedly in  other  regions  — New  Zealand, Ghana, 
South  India,  Cameroon  and  Canada. 

However,  during  the  same  time  apparent  set- 
backs have  also  been  suffered,  notably  in  the 
votes  in  Britain  between  the  Church  of 
England  and  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in 
the  Church  of  Lanka  Plan  in  Ceylon  — in 
each  case,  failure  to  reach  the  necessary  voting 
percentage  by  one  church  was  by  a very  small 
margin. 

But  perhaps  more  serious  to  future  progress 
than  these  two  temporary  delays,  are  the  more 
serious  questions  being  asked  concerning  the 
need  and  value  of  church  union.  Will  church 
union  help  or  impede  the  radical  renewal 
required  of  every  church,  will  it  reinforce 
the  status  quo , could  not  the  time  and  effort 
devoted  to  it  be  better  invested  in  other 
aspects  of  mission? 

The  last  survey  made  reference  to  the  con- 
ference of  church  union  negotiations  which 
had  been  held  in  Bossey,  Switzerland,  in  1967, 
and  the  valuable  insight  which  had  emerged 
from  this  conference.  A second  such  meeting 
was  held  in  April  1970  in  Limuru,  Kenya, 
bringing  together  representatives  of  most  of 
the  negotiating  committees  as  well  as  seven 
united  churches  and  six  World  Confessional 
Families  representatives.  A brief  summary  of 
the  issues  and  discussions  of  Limuru  would 
well  outline  the  direction  of  thinking  in  church 
union  discussions  since  1968  : 

Four  primary  papers  were  read  and  discussed 
at  this  conference  — the  emerging  issues  of 
ecclesiology  in  church  union  discussion  ; rela- 
tionships to  united  churches  and  World 
Confessional  Families ; education  and  pre- 
paration for  union  ; worship  in  church  union 
discussion. 


Conversation  at  Limuru  revealed  a general 
optimism  about  the  progress  in  negotiations 
overall,  but  also  a recognition  that  criticisms 
being  made  must  be  taken  seriously.  It  was 
felt  that  the  need  for  achieving  unity  is 
becoming  steadily  more  urgent,  and  that  the 
kairos  for  it  may  be  of  short  duration.  In  the 
minds  of  the  delegates,  the  union  of  their 
churches,  rightly  planned  and  completed, 
would  contribute  to  the  renewal  and  servant- 
hood  of  the  church  which  is  so  much  a part 
of  the  discussion  in  this  decade.  But  issues 
previously  not  considered  in  depth  also  occu- 
pied attention  at  Limuru.  What  is  the  relation- 
ship between  the  unity  of  the  church  and  the 
unity  of  mankind  ? Is  the  unity  of  the  churches 
to  be  understood  as  foretaste  of  a more  embra- 
cing human  oneness  ? Also  vital  was  the 
greater  sensitivity  as  to  how  the  unity  of 
Christians  could  minister  to  the  social  needs 
of  men,  to  their  liberation  from  bonds  of 
all  kinds,  and  the  problem  of  racism,  both 
explicit  and  unconscious.  How  is  the  question 
of  “moral  heresy”  to  be  understood  ? 

A second  broad  area  of  discussion  revealed 
that  education  for  union  is  more  and  more 
seen  to  be  a key  issue  within  the  negotiations 
— how  can  the  imperative  for  church  union 
be  communicated  to  laity  and  clergy,  and  how 
can  a broad  spectrum  of  people  be  involved 
in  this  procedure?  During  discussion  the 
process  of  “encounter”  emerged  as  one  feas- 
ible approach  to  the  problem.  If  groups  of 
Christians,  representing  as  many  of  the  tra- 
ditions of  a negotiation  as  possible,  can  meet 
together  (involving  youth,  minority  groups 
and  women  also)  new  insight  can  emerge 
most  creatively.  The  need  for  such  two-way 
encounter  before  a plan  of  union  is  made 
final  was  also  stressed,  in  order  that  such  new 
insight  might  find  a place  in  emerging  plans. 
Worship  was  also  seen  to  play  a key  role  in 
this  process  — the  preparation  of  liturgies,  and 
worship  together,  are  unifying  in  their  effect. 

Third,  relationships  among  united  and  uniting 
churches  and  to  World  Confessional  Families 
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were  thoroughly  discussed.  The  delegates 
expressed  appreciation  that  their  requests  to  the 
World  Confessional  Families  in  1967  had  been 
favourably  viewed  (Survey  1968).  They  felt 
that  united  churches  should  give  expression 
to  their  mutual  recognition  of  one  another, 
but  should  not  themselves  found  a new  World 
Confessional  Family,  that  they  should  be  able 
to  maintain  their  relationships  with  sister 
churches  belonging  to  their  former  family. 
But  since  the  holding  of  simultaneous  member- 
ship in  several  World  Confessional  Families 
places  quite  a burden  upon  newly  united 
churches,  and  is  not  a satisfactory  long-range 
solution,  World  Confessional  Families  were 
also  requested  to  encourage  direct  relation- 
ships between  united  churches. 

Since  many  of  the  World  Confessional  Families 
are  initiating  bi-lateral  conversations  with 
each  other,  the  delegates  at  Limuru  requested 
that  the  results  reached  in  such  conversation 
be  evaluated  for  the  whole  of  the  ecumenical 
movement,  especially  as  these  conversations 
relate  to  multi-lateral  union  negotiations.  It 
was  also  clear  that  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  needs  to  be  involved  in  this 
discussion  in  ever  greater  depth  and  breadth. 
Specifically,  Faith  and  Order  was  requested 
to  help  facilitate  the  exchange  of  consultants 
and  teams,  in  order  that  the  insight  and 
experience  of  uniting  churches  might  be  more 
widely  shared,  and  to  provide  analytical  stu- 
dies on  particular  subjects  that  pose  problems 
for  union  committees. 

For  example,  emerging  as  a special  concern  is 
the  relation  between  baptism  and  commit- 
ment, the  role  of  baptism  as  a line  of  demar- 
cation between  church  and  world,  and  the 
possibility  of  recognition  or  union  between 
churches  practising  baptism  by  water  and  the 
Spirit,  and  those  holding  the  view  that  bap- 
tism in  the  Spirit  does  not  need  to  be  accom- 
panied by  the  outward  sign  of  baptism  by 
water.  Another  possible  area  suggested  for 
study  was  the  legal  problems  encountered  in 
church  union.  Several  union  negotiations 
have  been  frustrated  or  delayed  because  the 
legal  problems  involved  in  uniting  had  not 
been  sufficiently  foreseen.  In  the  framework 
of  wider  study  it  was  suggested  that  particular 
problems  of  constitutions  in  union  negotiations 
receive  special  attention. 

The  fact  that  French  interpretation  was 
required  at  Limuru  indicates  the  widening 
base  of  church  union  discussions  (especially 


noticeable  in  the  French  speaking  regions  of 
Africa),  and  the  difference  in  approach  to 
church  union  evident,  especially  in  the  Congo, 
which  has  relevance  as  committees  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  attempt  to  make  visible 
the  unity  they  already  have,  while  planning 
and  working  toward  ultimate  organic  union. 

A critical  two-year  period  in  many  negotia- 
tions lies  before  us.  Times  of  decision  are 
before  several  of  the  negotiating  churches. 
The  “anonymous”  ecumenical  movement,  and 
the  social  witness  of  this  movement,  is  conti- 
nuing to  increase  in  scope,  and  the  growing 
areas  of  agreement  being  reached  in  bi-lateral 
conversations,  on  both  world- wide  and  natio- 
nal levels,  is  promising  for  the  growing 
together  of  churches.  What  forms  these 
relationships  will  take  are  not  yet  worked  out, 
but  it  is  clear  that  the  union  of  churches  into 
new,  more  catholic  bodies  still  has  the  highest 
priority  in  the  Christian  life  and  mission. 

Previous  church  union  surveys  have  been 
published  as  follows : 

A Decade  of  Objective  Progress  in  Church 
Unity : 1927-36,  by  H.  Paul  Douglas, 
Harper  and  Brothers,  New  York,  1937. 

Towards  Church  Union : 1937-1952,  by 
Stephen  Neill,  SCM  Press,  London, 
1952. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , April 

1954,  p.  300. 

Survey  : The  Ecumenical  Review , October 

1955,  p.  76. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , April 
1957,  p.  284. 

Survey  : The  Ecumenical  Review , January 
1960,  p.  231. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , April 
1962,  p.  381. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , July 
1964,  p.  406. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , July 
1966,  p.  345. 

Survey : The  Ecumenical  Review , July 
1968,  p.  263. 

Gerald  F.  Moede 
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AFRICA 

CAMEROON 

Presbyterian  Church  in  West  Cameroon,  Eglise 
evangelique  du  Cameroun,  Eglise  presbyte- 
rienne  camerounaise,  Eglise  protestante  afri- 
caine 

In  the  Cameroon  a constitution,  in  preparation 
for  four  years,  has  been  completed.  The 
Committee  for  the  Union  of  the  Churches  in 
the  Cameroon  has  discussed  the  propositions 
of  the  constitution  in  detail  and  has  accepted 
them  in  their  present  form.  They  have  now 
been  submitted  to  the  churches  negotiating 
for  organic  union. 

The  constitution  proposed  is  composed  of 
four  principal  parts.  The  first  section  con- 
tains the  nine  basic  principles  of  the  United 
Church.  This  section  is  a resume  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  United  Church. 

The  following  are  two  of  these  principles  : 
Article  3.  “The  United  Church  believes  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  witnesses  to  believers  and  to 
the  world  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.  The 
Church  believes  that  the  Holy  Spirit  guides, 
maintains,  and  preserves  her  for  the  consum- 
mation of  the  kingdom.  The  Church,  as  the 
pilgrim  people  of  God,  believes  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  free  to  give  to  her  an  expression 
and  form  in  relation  to  the  environment  and 
i the  culture  in  which  she  lives.” 

Article  4 : “As  guidance  for  her  faith  and 
life,  the  United  Church  recognizes  the  sover- 
eign authority  of  the  Word  of  God,  incarnate 
in  Jesus  Christ  and  revealed  through  the  Holy 
; Spirit  in  the  canonical  books  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  confessed  in  the  Apostles* 
Creed,  the  Nicene  Creed,  and  the  confessions 
of  faith  of  the  Reformation.” 

But  already  the  point  concerning  confessions 
of  faith  has  raised  reactions.  Some  feel  that 
confessional  positions  must  be  more  clearly 
. spelled  out. 

The  second  part  of  the  constitution  concerns 
the  government  of  the  United  Church.  The 
third  part  is  about  its  worship,  and  the  fourth 
about  the  discipline  of  the  United  Church. 
The  Union  Committee  is  conscious  of  the 
fact  that  the  present  constitution  is  incomplete, 
and  as  such  contains  several  imperfections. 
It  has  requested  that  the  four  churches  nego- 
tiating for  organic  union  undertake  a careful 


study  of  the  constitution  for  a period  of  three 
years  starting  in  1969.  The  following  study 
method  was  suggested  : (a)  Study  of  the  basic 
principles  and  of  the  worship  in  the  United 
Church  during  1969.  ( b ) Study  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Church  during  1970. 
( c ) Study  of  the  discipline  of  the  United 
Church  during  1971 . At  the  end  of  each  study 
year  reactions  and  suggestions  on  the  part 
studied  are  to  be  passed  to  the  Union  Com- 
mittee. 

The  constitution  proposes  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Church  be  formulated 
with  four  governing  organs  : ( a ) the  General 
Assembly ; (b)  regional  synods ; (c)  consis- 
tories; and  ( d ) parochial  assemblies,  each 
with  its  own  council. 

The  Discipline  of  the  United  Church  has  four 
headings : 

(< a ) the  nature  of  the  discipline  ; ( b ) the  means 
of  discipline ; (c)  disciplinary  organs ; and 
(< d ) admission  into  the  Church. 

The  question  of  the  baptism  of  polygamists  has 
been  raised.  The  following  is  what  the  cons- 
titution says  about  it : “God’s  order  for 
marriage  is  the  communion  of  a man  with 
one  woman  (monogamy).  The  Church  is  the 
community  wherein  this  order  ought  to  reign. 
However,  in  the  present  state  of  African 
society,  the  Church  would  be  disposed  to 
modify  this  discipline  by  admitting  the  bap- 
tism of  polygamists,  if  it  is  not  prevented 
from  doing  so  by  various  other  reasons.” 

(ER  1966,  pp.  346  f. ; 1968,  pp.  265  f.) 


CONGO 

On  March  8,  1970,  what  had  been  the  Conseil 
Protestant  du  Congo  became  the  Eglise  du 
Christ  au  Congo.  This  was  the  49th  assembly 
of  the  Conseil.  During  its  meetings,  the  pro- 
posed constitution  of  the  new  church  was 
presented,  remitted  to  committee,  amended 
and  accepted  by  the  body. 

This  union  has  not  proceeded  in  quite  the 
same  pattern  as  most  of  those  described  in 
this  survey.  No  theological  consensus  has 
been  elaborated  over  a long  period  of  time. 
Further,  churches  (such  as  the  Methodist, 
Presbyterian,  English  and  American  Baptist, 
Disciples)  as  well  as  missions  are  involved 
— the  variety  of  bodies  involved  in  the  union 
is  great.  Former  denominations  will  now  be 
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called  “communities”  but  each  community 
will  have  continuing  authority  over  its  own 
structures,  organisations,  functions  and  doc- 
trinal basis.  Thus,  at  least  at  the  outset,  this 
union  will  not  be  organic  in  exactly  the  same 
sense  as  most  of  the  others  being  worked 
out. 

But  a general  secretary  has  been  elected,  the 
communities  are  being  grouped  into  synods, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  new  church  has 
been  desposited  with  the  government,  so  it 
is  already  a living,  growing  entity.  Its  success 
in  bringing  the  communities  within  it  into 
greater  visible  unity  in  the  years  immediately 
ahead  will  be  watched  with  great  interest  and 
hope  by  other  union  committees. 

GHANA 

Diocese  of  Accra  (Church  of  the  Province  of 
West  Africa),  Methodist  Church,  Evangelical 
Presbyterian  Church,  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Ghana,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  Ghana,  Ghana  Mennonite  Church 

Negotiations  among  the  six  churches  have 
proceeded  well  since  the  last  report.  In 
addition  to  the  two  new  members  of  the 
negotiating  churches,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  is  now  sending  two  “expert  observer- 
consultants”  at  the  committee’s  invitation. 
Recent  developments  are  the  following  : 

In  1969  the  Committee  published  and  sent  to 
the  negotiating  churches  three  additional 
chapters  for  the  Proposed  Constitution  of  the 
United  Church.  These  chapters  deal  with 
the  church  in  relation  to  the  state,  the  church 
and  marriage,  and  the  property  of  the  church. 

Further,  proposals  worked  out  by  the  sub- 
committee on  legal  matters  have  been  sent  to 
the  churches.  These  deal  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  United  Church.  It  is  proposed 
that,  at  its  inauguration,  the  United  Church 
be  established  by  the  signing  of  a Deed  of 
Union,  and  that  at  the  same  time  a central 
body  of  registered  trustees  be  organized.  The 
administrative  and  finance  sub-committee  has 
also  worked  out  proposals  on  the  integration 
of  the  several  church  administrations  into  one 
united  structure. 

In  addition,  the  Liturgical  Sub-Committee 
has  elaborated  (and  the  Church  Union  Com- 
mittee is  now  publishing)  “An  Order  for 
Divine  Worship  with  Holy  Communion”. 
This  service  is  intended  both  to  help  the 


churches  in  growing  together  and  also  to 
contribute  to  the  worship  of  the  United 
Church. 

A question  raised  by  the  Anglican  Communion 
now  appears  to  have  been  clarified.  In  the 
Proposed  Organisation  of  the  United  Church, 
the  Committee  had  proposed  that  final  respon- 
sibility for  decisions  on  matters  of  faith  and 
order  should  be  given  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence deliberating  and  voting  as  one  body,  and 
that  the  Conference  should  be  advised  on  such 
matters  by  a Doctrinal  Commission  consisting 
of  all  the  diocesan  bishops  and  other  theolo- 
gically qualified  persons.  The  Lambeth  Con- 
sultative Body  were,  in  1966,  “uneasy  about 
the  position  in  this  Scheme  of  the  bishops  in 
matters  of  doctrine”,  but  the  Lambeth  Confer- 
ence of  1968,  after  studying  the  matter  again 
in  light  of  what  the  committee  had  written, 
had  this  to  say : “In  the  important  matter 
of  securing  due  influence  to  the  bishops  in 
safeguarding  the  faith  of  the  Church,  we 
recognise  that  this  can  be  provided  for  in 
different  ways  and  that  bishops  are  to  share 
this  responsibility  with  other  organs  of  the 
Church.  We  agree  that  the  steps  proposed  to 
give  the  bishops  their  due  part  in  this  are 
sufficient.” 

During  the  period  under  review  the  Anglican 
Church  has  also  become  one  of  the  sponsoring 
bodies  of  Trinity  College.  Thus,  all  of  the 
larger  negotiating  churches  are  now  training 
their  ministers  together. 

While  the  church  union  committee  and  its 
sub-committees  have  been  continuing  their 
work,  the  main  emphases  have  continued  to 
be  on  church  union  education,  with  the  view 
of  helping  congregations  to  understand  and 
then,  hopefully  to  sign  the  Solemn  Declara- 
tion of  Intention  on  Church  Union  referred 
to  in  the  1968  Survey. 

(ER  1957,  p.  287;  1960,  p.  234;  1962,  pp. 
351  f. ; 1964,  pp.  407  f.  ; 1966,  pp.  347  ff. ; 
1968,  pp.  266  f.) 


KENYA  - TANZANIA 

Anglican  Church  of  the  Province  of  East  Africa, 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Tanzania, 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  Moravian  Province 
in  Tanzania,  Presbyterian  Church  of  East 
Africa 

As  reported  in  the  last  survey,  in  February 
1967  the  Negotiating  Committee  asked  its 
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Liturgy  and  Doctrine  Committee  to  work 
out  a new  Basis  of  Union,  and  in  September 
1967  this  committee  held  its  first  meeting  on 
this  subject. 

It  was  decided  not  to  proceed  at  once  to  a 
discussion  of  the  much-debated  subject  of  the 
ministry,  but  that  “discussion  about  the 
ministry  should  be  set  in  its  proper  context 
of  agreement  about  the  faith”. 

Papers  on  the  following  subjects  were  written, 
discussed  and  agreed : 

i)  Why  are  we  seeking  unity  ? 

ii)  The  Scriptures  and  the  Creeds. 

iii)  The  Sacraments. 

iv)  The  Church. 

These  papers  have  been  very  widely  circulated 
and  the  first  three  have  been  finalised  in  the 
light  of  the  comments  received  from  the 
churches. 

Unfortunately,  most  of  the  comments  on  the 
fourth  paper  have  not  yet  been  received,  and 
it  has  therefore  not  yet  been  completed.  The 
committee  has,  however,  completed  the  final 
draft  of  a united  Catechism,  and  is  seeking 
authority  from  the  Negotiating  Committee 
to  print  it  for  use  in  the  churches.  It  has 
also  finished  a Baptismal  Liturgy  and  is 
planning  to  print  this  in  the  next  edition  of 
the  United  Liturgy  of  Holy  Communion. 
The  question  of  the  ministry  still  awaits  dis- 
cussion. Most  of  the  churches  have  not  yet 
produced  the  short  statements  on  ministry 
which  the  committee  requested  as  a basis  for 
its  discussion.  The  committee  has  appointed 
two  sub-committees  to  consider  the  Liturgy 
of  Confirmation,  a united  Hymnbook  and 
the  Churching  of  Women.  Neither  of  these 
sub-committees  has  yet  reported. 

The  Committee  has  held  six  meetings,  and  at 
one  or  more  of  these  meetings  has  had  the 
help  of  the  following  guests  : 

The  Archbishop  of  East  Africa 
Observers  from  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church 

An  observer  from  the  Baptist  Church 
The  Bishop  of  Bristol 
An  observer  from  the  African  Christian 
Church  and  Schools. 

After  its  last  meeting  the  Liturgy  and  Doctrine 
Committee  asked  the  Negotiating  Committee 
to  make  a ruling  as  to  whether  it  should 
continue  to  meet  and  to  endeavour  to  produce 
an  agreed  Basis  of  Union,  or  to  disband.  The 


Negotiating  Committee  ruled  that  the  Liturgy 
and  Doctrine  Committee  should  continue  its 
work. 

Immediately  before  publication  of  this  survey, 
word  has  been  received  of  a new  development 
in  this  negotiation.  At  its  sixth  General 
Assembly,  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  East 
Africa,  after  considering  and  discussing  several 
proposals  made  by  its  negotiating  committee, 
recommended  that  Kenya  and  Tanzania  should 
initiate  separate  church  union  discussions, 
but  that  the  work  of  the  Liturgy  and  Doctrine 
Committee  should  continue  on  an  interterri- 
torial basis.  The  General  Assembly  further 
resolved  that  “Aware  of  the  obligation  to 
achieve  organic  union  with  all  possible  speed, 
the  General  Assembly  invite  the  other  Nego- 
tiating Churches  in  Kenya  by  1st  March,  1971 
to  indicate  their  willingness  to  enter  a Cove- 
nant for  Union  by  a fixed  date.  In  the  event 
of  this  invitation  proving  unacceptable,  the 
General  Assembly  authorise  the  Church  Union 
Committee  to  withdraw  from  the  current 
negotiations  in  order  that,  on  behalf  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa,  it  may  be 
free  to  initiate  wider  discussions  on  Christian 
Unity,  not  forgetting  the  need  for  such 
unity  to  be  expressed  above  all  in  local 
situations.” 

It  is  not  yet  clear  what  the  implications  of 
this  action  will  be  for  this  union  negotia- 
tion. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  323  ff. ; 1962,  pp.  352  f.  ; 
1964,  pp.  411  f. ; 1966,  pp.  349  f . ; 1968, 
pp.  267  f.) 


MALAWI 

Church  of  Central  Africa,  Presbyterian, 
Churches  of  Christ,  Anglican  Church 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Church  Union  Com- 
mittee, representing  the  Blantyre  and  Living- 
stonian  Synods  of  the  Church  of  Central 
Africa,  Presbyterian,  the  Churches  of  Christ 
and  the  Anglican  Church,  has  met  four  times 
for  theological  study  on  Sacraments,  Inter- 
communion and  the  Authority  of  the  Bible. 
The  most  significant  advance  toward  union 
has  been  the  acceptance  of  the  “Fourteen 
Steps  Towards  Unity”  by  Synods  and  govern- 
ing bodies  of  all  the  participating  churches. 
These  fourteen  steps,  which  were  described  in 
the  last  report,  are  practical  measures  for 
working  together  in  local  areas,  and  their 
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implementation  should  ensure  that  progress 
toward  union  is  being  made  at  the  grass-roots 
level. 

In  late  1968  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Anglican 
bishops  in  Malawi  issued  pastoral  letters 
encouraging  their  people  to  pray  and  work 
for  unity.  They  also  suggested  ways  in  which 
mutual  understanding  can  grow  on  the  local 
level,  and  approved  a list  of  joint  activities 
similar  to,  though  not  as  comprehensive  as 
the  fourteen  steps.  Though  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops  stated  that  they  were  looking 
forward  to  dialogue  and  co-operation  with 
other  churches  along  these  lines,  this  develop- 
ment has  had  a mixed  reception  among  the 
non-Anglican  churches  represented  on  the 
Church  Union  Committee. 

Meanwhile,  co-operation  in  medical  work, 
social  development,  Bible  translation  and  lay 
training  is  increasing  rapidly.  It  is  probable 
that  more  immediate,  concrete  progress  will 
be  made  in  these  areas. 

Word  has  just  been  received  that  the  April 
1970  meeting  of  the  Union  Committee  dealt 
with  the  question  ‘ ‘What  kind  of  United  Church 
do  we  want  in  Malawi  ?”  Each  of  the  churches 
represented  expressed  its  opinion  as  to  which 
elements  it  would  wish  retained  in  the  United 
Church. 

(ER  1964  p.  413  — “Nyasaland”  ; 1966,  pp. 
351  f. ; 1968,  pp.  268  f.) 


RHODESIA 

Anglican  Dioceses  of  Mashonaland  and  Ma- 
tabeleland,  Presbyterian  Church,  Methodist 
Church,  Congregational  Union,  United  Church 
of  Christ 

A combination  of  factors  has  made  it  neces- 
sary to  postpone  the  covenant  services  which 
had  been  planned  for  Whistun  1970  in 
Rhodesia.  During  the  past  year  the  suggestion 
has  been  made  that  concelebration  be  made 
the  next  official  step  instead  of  full  communion 
in  services  among  the  uniting  churches.  This 
proposal  was  sent  to  the  negotiating  churches 
for  discussion  and  decision,  but  was  rejec- 
ted. 

Further  conversation  has  been  planned  for 
autumn  1970. 

(ER  1964,  p.  416,  “Southern  Rhodesia”; 
1966,  p.  352 ; 1968,  pp.  269  f.) 


SIERRA  LEONE 

The  first  tentative  steps  toward  eventual 
church  union  have  been  taken  in  Sierra  Leone. 
In  1969  a meeting  was  held  involving  repre- 
sentatives of  several  churches,  at  which  Mr. 
L.  Creedy,  Secretary  of  the  Ghana  Church 
Union  Committee,  spoke.  At  that  meeting  a 
short  history  of  the  developments  in  Ghana 
was  traced,  together  with  an  outline  of 
relevant  problems  and  possible  procedure. 

At  its  1970  meeting,  the  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Sierra  Leone  resolved 
that  the  Methodist  Church  should  invite  all 
interested  parties  together  in  June  1970,  and 
that  each  Methodist  circuit  should  be  asked 
to  approve  the  opening  of  church  union 
conversations. 

Thus,  the  beginning  of  serious  discussion  on 
church  union  is  about  to  commence  in  Sierra 
Leone. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  Church  Unity  Commission : The  Bantu 
Presbyterian  Church,  Church  of  the  Province 
of  South  Africa,  Methodist  Church  of  South 
Africa,  Presbyterian  Church  of  Southern 
Africa,  Tsonga  Presbyterian  Church,  United 
Congregational  Church 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Church  Unity 
Commission,  in  1968,  five  full  meetings  of  the 
Commission  have  been  held  : 

January  1968  : 

Constitution  of  the  Church  Unity  Com- 
mission. 

May  1968  : 

Discussion  on  the  doctrine  of  the  Church 
as  represented  by  the  participating  chur- 
ches ; 

Study  on  Communication  and  Local 
Involvement. 

January  1969  : 

Appointment  of  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mission ; 

Study  on  Biblical  basis  for  understanding 
the  Life  and  Mission  of  the  Church. 
May  1969 : 

Decision  to  form  Regional  Unity  Com- 
missions to  promote  the  concerns  of  the 
Commission  at  Regional  and  Local  levels. 
Study  on  the  Ministry 

Doctrine  of  the  Ministry  in  New  Tes- 
tament ; 
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The  Place  of  the  Ordained  Ministry  in 
the  Church ; 

Ministry,  Oversight  and  Authority. 
Restructuring  of  the  Commission  into  four 
Committees  in  order  to  expedite  the  work 
of  the  Commissions  more  effectively.  These 
Committees  work  during  the  interim  peri- 
ods as  well  as  at  the  full  meetings  of  the 
Commission  each  year.  They  are  : 
Doctrinal 
Liturgical 

Practical  Co-operation 
Scheme  and  Structure 

January  1970 : 

Doctrinal : Further  study  on  the  Ministry; 
Liturgical : Preliminary  Study  on  the  litur- 
gical traditions,  and  determining  guidelines 
for  future  work. 

Practical  Co-operation  : Planning  Church 
extension,  Christian  Education,  etc.  on  a 
common  basis. 

Scheme  and  Structure : Determining  the 
structure  and  formation  of  the  Regional 
Unity  Commissions,  and  making  tentative 
steps  in  terms  of  a scheme  for  union  and 
a structure  for  a united  church. 

Apart  from  a regular  brochure  In  Touch , which 
is  sent  to  all  ministers  of  the  participating 
churches  (about  3,000)  after  the  meetings  of 
the  Commission,  in  order  to  keep  them  and 
their  congregations  informed,  the  Commission 
has  published  little.  At  present,  it  is  making 
fruitful  use  of  publications  from  other  Church 
Union  Negotiations,  particularly  those  in 
Canada  and  New  Zealand,  as  well  as  docu- 
ments prepared  by  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  It  is  planned  to  publish  a booklet 
on  the  Church  and  its  urban  mission  in  South 
African  cities  during  this  year.  This  will  be 
based  on  research  done  for  the  Commission 
by  one  of  its  members,  Professor  H.  Watts, 
Director  of  Social  Research  at  the  University 
of  Natal.  It  is  specifically  related  to  church 
union  and  mission,  and  the  need  for  structural 
change. 

A major  problem  and  opportunity  is  the  wide 
range  of  language  and  cultural  background 
represented  in  the  participating  churches. 
Some  fifteen  languages  are  spoken  by  the 
constituent  membership,  and  members  of  all 
race  groups  are  members  of  these  churches. 

A great  deal  now  depends  upon  the  formation 
and  work  of  the  Regional  Unity  Commissions. 
If  these  begin  to  function  properly  they  could 


radically  affect  the  future  of  the  conversations, 
if  not,  any  progress  will  be  achieved  at  a 
slow  and  grinding  pace.  Further,  it  will  soon 
be  necessary  to  place  before  the  churches  at 
all  levels  some  definite  statement  on  the  way 
ahead.  Reactions  to  this  will  determine  whe- 
ther or  not  the  union  which  is  being  sought 
is  what  is  really  desired  by  the  constituents  of 
the  churches  involved. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  414  f. ; 1966,  p.  354 ; 1968, 
p.  271.) 


ASIA 

CEYLON 

The  Church  of  Lanka : The  Church  of  India, 
Pakistan,  Burma  and  Ceylon,  Methodist 
Church,  Baptist  Church,  Presbyterian  Church, 
Jaffua  Diocese  of  the  Church  of  South  India 

In  the  period  1966-1969  votes  were  taken  by 
the  negotiating  Churches  on  the  acceptability 
of  the  Scheme  of  the  Church  of  Lanka.  Four 
of  the  five  churches  voted  their  willingness  to 
unite  on  the  basis  of  the  Scheme.  But  the 
Methodist  Church  did  not  attain  the  needed 
75%  vote,  failing  by  1%  in  its  ministerial 
session  and  1 .2%  in  its  representative  session 
in  August  1969. 

Following  these  votes,  the  Methodist  Con- 
ference passed  the  following  resolutions  : 

1 ) The  Conference  resolves  that  the  Methodist 
Church  affirms  its  aim  to  achieve  Church 
Union  on  the  basis  of  the  present  Scheme 
of  Union  (Third  Revised  Edition  1955  as 
amended  in  1963). 

2)  The  Conference  sends  to  the  negotiating 
Committee  the  results  of  the  voting  in  our 
Church  (Quarterly  Meetings,  Synods  and 
Conferences  and  the  Conference  of  1966) 
and  inform  the  Negotiating  Committee 
that  in  its  view  we  seek  a different  road 
to  union.  What  we  envisage  is  a stage  by 
stage  implementation  of  the  Scheme  of 
Union. 

3)  In  the  light  of  all  the  facts  including  the 
facts  brought  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Legal  Questions  sub-Committee  of  the 
Negotiating  Committee,  the  Conference 
requests  the  Negotiating  Committee  to 
evolve  a plan  by  which  Organic  Church 
Union  can  be  achieved  in  two  stages. 
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4)  The  Conference  suggests  that  the  first 
stage  may  be  to  find  a way  to  extend  the 
present  practice  of  Inter-Communion,  to 
work  together  in  the  existing  and  new 
areas  thereby  dealing  with  redundancy  ; to 
join  in  United  theological  training ; and  to 
agree  on  a common  marriage  discipline, 
a common  hymn-book,  common  social 
witness,  a common  Church  Magazine, 
and  a common  Youth  Programme. 

5)  As  a first  step  it  is  suggested  that  a way 
be  found  to  achieve  mutual  recognition 
and  interchangeability  of  the  Ordained 
Ministry. 

6)  The  Conference  suggests  that  a body  be 
set  up  immediately  in  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Churches  would  have 
well-defined  executive  and  legislative  pow- 
ers, without  removing  the  very  real 
autonomy  of  the  Constituent  Churches  on 
all  other  matters.  For  instance,  the 
matters  referred  to  in  paragraph  4,  ques- 
tions of  the  acquisition  and  disposal  of 
property,  and  over  all  financial  policies 
can  be  within  the  competence  of  this 
overall  body. 

It  was  not  immediately  clear  to  the  other 
churches  what  these  requests  implied,  and 
the  question  arose  as  to  whether  resolution 
number  1 was  in  harmony  with  the  other 
five. 

The  Negotiating  Committee  met  again  in 
December  1969  to  study  the  status  of  the 
negotiation  and  plan  for  the  future.  It  was 
decided  then  that  the  four  churches  which 
had  accepted  the  Scheme  would  wait  until 
late  1971  to  inaugurate  the  union,  which 
would  give  the  Methodist  Church  further 
opportunities  to  vote  on  it  both  in  1970  and 
1971.  It  is  hoped  that  the  inauguration  of 
the  new  church  will  take  place  early  in  1972. 
If  the  Methodists  in  the  interim  are  able  to 
secure  a 75%  vote,  they  will  become  part  of 
the  Church  of  Lanka ; if  not,  it  is  intended 
at  present  that  the  union  will  be  consummated 
without  them,  and  that  it  will  be  open  for  the 
Methodists  to  join  later. 

( Vide  Stephen  F.  Bayne,  Jr.,  Ceylon , North 
India , Pakistan , London,  1960 ; Neill,  pp. 
49-52 ; ER  1954,  pp.  300-3  ; 1955,  pp.  77  f. ; 
1957,  p.  287,  1960,  p.  236 ; 1962,  pp.  358  f. ; 
1964,  pp.  416  ff. ; 1966,  p.  355  ; 1968,  pp. 
271  f.) 


INDIA 

The  North  East  India  Christian  Council 

The  beginnings  and  early  developments  of 
this  negotiation  are  described  in  the  1963- 
1965  Survey  (pp.  356  f.).  After  discussing 
church  union  possibilities  in  North  East  India 
for  six  years  in  two  Faith  and  Order  conferen- 
ces and  two  church  union  conferences  (and 
in  the  meetings  of  the  North  East  India 
Christian  Council),  the  church  union  com- 
mittee has  concluded  that  enough  progress 
has  been  made  to  begin  actual  negotiations  on 
a concrete  Plan  of  Union.  The  following 
decisions  then  were  taken  unanimously  in 
September  1969  : 

A drafting  committee  has  been  appointed 
and  organized,  whose  work  it  wifi  be  to 
prepare  a Draft  Plan  of  Union  which  will 
include  an  outline  draft  constitution  of 
the  Church  of  North  East  India. 

In  writing  a Plan  of  Union,  the  drafting 
committee  will  take  into  consideration 
the  second  Draft  of  the  Basis  of  Union  as 
well  as  the  papers  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  church  union  committee 
in  recent  years. 

Finally,  the  drafting  committee  was  asked 
to  circulate  the  Plan  to  all  of  the  affiliated 
bodies  before  it  is  considered  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Christian  Council  in  May 
1970.  Each  of  the  churches  is  being 
requested  to  formulate  its  views  on  the 
Plan  and  to  communicate  them  to  the 
convenor  of  the  committee. 

On  March  31,  1970  a draft  Plan  of  Union, 
together  with  an  outline  draft  constitution  of 
the  Church  of  North  East  India,  was  presented 
by  the  convenor  and  approved  by  the  drafting 
committee,  with  some  modifications.  This 
will  be  presented  to  the  Council  on  May  6, 
1970  wherein  it  is  expected  that  the  outline 
draft  will  be  accepted  and  a Negotiating 
Committee,  representing  all  the  units,  will  be 
appointed  to  work  out  details  after  getting  the 
views  of  all  the  affiliated  bodies. 

Thus,  although  no  time  table  is  envisaged  yet, 
the  first  concrete  steps  leading  towards  church 
union  have  definitely  been  made. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  356  f.) 
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Church  of  North  India/Pakistan : Council  of 
Baptist  Churches  in  North  India,  Church  of 
the  Brethren  in  India,  Disciples  of  Christ, 
Church  of  India,  Pakistan,  Burma  and  Ceylon, 
Methodist  Church-British  and  Australasian 
Conferences,  Methodist  Church  in  Southern 
Asia  (Episcopal),  United  Church  of  Northern 
India 

After  some  forty  years  of  work,  negotiation 
and  prayer,  all  seven  churches  of  this  negotia- 
tion have  agreed  by  the  required  percentages, 
to  become  a part  of  the  Church  of  North 
India.  Thus  it  was  with  great  joy  and  thanks- 
giving that  representatives  from  these  churches 
met  together  in  January  1970  in  Nagpur,  India, 
for  the  final  meeting  of  their  negotiating 
committee. 

This  committee  met  for  a week  to  work  out 
remaining  problems,  put  the  finishing  touches 
on  its  plan,  and  begin  the  transfer  of  its  work 
to  the  Inauguration  committee.  The  date  of 
November  29,  1970  was  set  for  the  service  of 
inauguration. 

Thus  the  Church  of  North  India,  a subject 
of  so  much  prayer  and  work  for  so  long  a 
time,  is  about  to  become  a living  reality.  By 
its  very  being  it  will  serve  as  a symbol  of 
hope  and  challenge  to  other  churches  of  the 
world  still  labouring  toward  this  goal,  and 
perhaps  also  as  a reproach  to  those  which 
have  not  yet  had  the  vision  or  the  courage 
to  begin. 

(Neill,  pp.  52-55 ; ER  1954,  pp.  304  f;  1957, 
pp.  288-290;  1960,  pp.  236-238;  1962,  pp. 
359-361  ; 1964,  pp.  419-421  ; 1966,  pp.  357- 
359  ; 1968,  p.  273.) 


The  Church  of  Christ  in  South  India : The 
Church  of  South  India,  the  Andhra  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  the  Arcot  Lutheran  Church, 
the  South  Andhra  Lutheran  Church,  the  Tamil 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the  India  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church 

Early  in  January,  1970  the  twelfth  synod  of 
the  Church  of  South  India  met.  Among 
its  actions  was  the  consideration  of  the  draft 
constitution  which  had  emerged  from  the 
Church  of  South  India/Lutheran  Inter-Church 
Commission.  The  Synod  received  the  Report 
of  the  Union  Negotiation  Committee  and  the 
Reports  of  its  Theological  Commission  as 
well.  Among  the  important  points  were : 


1.  The  Synod  expresses  gratification  at  the 
progress  made  by  the  Church  of  South 
India/Lutheran  Inter-Church  Commission 
in  the  negotiations  towards  church  union 
and  particularly  at  the  preparation  of  the 
Draft  Constitution  for  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  South  India. 

2.  The  Synod  authorizes  the  Union  Negotia- 
tions Committee  to  continue  negotiations 
with  the  Lutheran  Churches  on  the  basis  of 
this  Draft  Constitution. 

3.  It  commends  this  proposed  Constitution 
to  the  study  of  the  Dioceses  and  requests 
them  to  send  their  views  on  the  draft  to 
the  Moderator,  as  Convener  of  the  Union 
Negotiations  Committee,  not  later  than 
15th  October  1970. 

4.  The  Synod  regards  the  statement  on  the 
Faith  of  the  Church  which  forms  part  of 
the  proposed  Constitution,  as  an  adequate 
doctrinal  basis  for  union. 

5.  At  the  same  time,  the  Synod  draws  the 
attention  of  the  Inter-Church  Commission 
to  the  comments  made  by  the  Theological 
Commission  of  the  Church  of  South 
India  as  modified  by  the  Commission  of 
the  Synod  at  the  session  on  this  subject, 
on  the  statement  of  Faith,  for  consider- 
ation along  with  comments  and  suggestions 
that  may  be  received  from  the  Diocese, 
for  revision. 

6.  The  Synod  calls  upon  all  members  of  the 
Church  of  South  India  to  continue  in 
prayer  for  the  successful  inauguration  of 
the  Church  of  North  India  and  reiterates 
its  hope  that  there  will  be  the  closest 
fellowship  between  the  Church  of  South 
India  and  the  new  Church. 

According  to  the  proposed  constitution,  the 
new  church  will  be  an  episcopal  church 
employing  a three-fold  ministry  of  bishops, 
pastors  and  deacons.  The  initial  ministry 
will  consist  of  all  the  bishops,  pastors  and 
deacons  who  have  been  consecrated  and 
ordained  in  either  the  Church  of  South  India 
or  any  of  the  uniting  Lutheran  churches. 
A bishop  will  preside  at  all  ordinations  and 
not  less  than  three  bishops  will  join  in  the 
consecration  of  bishops.  Representatives  of 
all  the  orders  of  the  church,  including  the 
general  ministry  of  laity  will  share  in  the 
laying  on  of  hands  at  all  ordinations  and 
consecrations. 
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In  accordance  with  Church  of  South  India 
tradition,  there  will  not  be  a reordination  or 
special  rite  of  unification  of  ministry  at  the 
time  of  union,  involving  mutual  laying  on  of 
hands. 

The  Synod  noted  with  appreciation  the  work 
done  by  the  joint  session  of  the  Theological 
Commission  of  the  Church  of  South  India 
and  the  Mar  Thoma  Church,  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  these  conversations  will  lead  on 
to  negotiations  for  organic  union  between  the 
two  churches. 

The  Synod,  which  met  in  January  1970,  also 
resolved : 

i)  That  the  conversations  on  Church  union 
be  continued  with 

(a)  the  convention  of  Baptist  Churches 
in  Northern  Circars  — Andhra  ; 

(b)  the  Samavesam  of  Baptist  Churches 
in  Andhra ; 

(c)  the  Hyderabad  and  South  India 
Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Southern  Asia. 

ii)  That  an  invitation  be  extended  to  the 
Delta  Mission  (Brethren)  in  Andhra  to 
join  the  consultations  with  the  Church 
of  South  India  and  the  Baptist  Churches. 

iii)  That  the  Church  of  South  India  dioceses 
and  all  the  negotiating  churches  be  urged 
to  arrange  more  joint  regional  conferen- 
ces in  the  local  languages. 

The  Synod  expressed  its  gratification  that  the 
Hyderabad  and  South  India  Conferences  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Asia  have 
voted  in  favour  of  joining  the  Church  Union 
in  North  India.  At  the  same  time,  the  Synod 
also  welcomes  the  willingness  of  these  Con- 
ferences to  continue  conversations  about 
union  with  the  Church  of  South  India  and 
authorised  the  continuation  of  these  conversa- 
tions. 

Next  steps  will  become  more  clear  as  the 
reactions  of  the  churches  are  received  in  the 
autumn  of  1970.  The  Inter-Church  Com- 
mission will  assemble  again  in  November 
1970  to  deal  with  responses  received  from  the 
churches,  and  to  plan  next  steps. 

(Neill,  p.  29,  ER  1960,  pp.  238  ff.  ; 1962, 
p.  232  ; 1964,  pp.  422  f.  ; 1966,  p.  260  ; 1968, 
p.  274.) 

Church  of  South  India,  Mar  Thoma  Syrian 
Church 

In  1967  both  the  Mar  Thoma  Church  and  the 
Church  of  South  India  appointed  Theological 


Commissions  with  a view  to  bringing  about 
closer  relations  between  the  two  churches. 
An  informal  meeting  of  the  two  commissions 
was  first  held  late  in  April,  1968.  This  meet- 
ing recommended  a formal  meeting  of  both 
commissions,  which  was  held  in  April,  1969. 

After  reviewing  the  general  situation,  the  1969 
meeting  agreed  that  the  relationship  then 
existing  between  the  two  churches  could  best 
be  expressed  as  “reciprocal  inter-communion”. 
It  was  thought  desirable  that  full  communion 
between  the  churches  should  be  the  goal  kept 
in  view.  By  this  was  meant  unreserved  mutual 
recognition  of  the  ministers  and  members  of 
the  two  churches  even  while  they  remained 
independent  and  autonomous  churches. 
Several  additional  recommendations  were 
made : 

1.  Mutual  participation  in  episcopal  conse- 
cration in  accordance  with  the  practices  of 
the  church  having  the  consecration  service 
(i.e.  participating  in  the  laying  on  of  hands 
according  to  the  Church  of  South  India  rite, 
and  the  holding  of  the  pastoral  staff  together 
with  the  bishops  of  the  Mar  Thoma  Church 
according  to  the  Mar  Thoma  rite.) 

2.  That  the  Mar  Thoma  clergy  celebrate  in 
the  Church  of  South  India  churches  using 
the  Mar  Thoma  Liturgy  or  the  Church  of 
South  India  Liturgy,  and  the  Church  of  South 
India  clergy  celebrate  in  the  Mar  Thoma 
Liturgy  on  special  occasions  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  authorities  concerned. 

3.  That  an  ad-hoc  board  be  organized  with 
equal  representation  from  the  Church  of 
South  India  and  the  Mar  Thoma  Church  to 
explore  ways  and  means  of  closer  co-operation 
between  the  two  churches  in  matters  such  as 
the  theological  training,  evangelism,  Christian 
education,  general  education,  medical  work, 
social  action,  with  special  respect  to  Kerala. 

4.  That  the  Church  of  South  India  and  the 
Mar  Thoma  Church  members  make  common 
arrangements  for  holding  services  according  to 
their  respective  rites  in  places  where  separate 
congregations  do  not  exist  and  still  retain 
their  membership  in  their  respective  com- 
munions, and  that  in  such  situations  as  the 
building  of  a place  of  worship,  a joint  effort 
should  be  made. 

The  commissions  of  the  two  churches  will 
now  meet  more  regularly,  working  to  further 
Christian  unity  in  India. 

(ER  1962,  p.  362;  1968,  pp.  273  f.) 
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INDONESIA 

The  first  written  document  about  the  form 
of  unity  of  the  Church  in  Indonesia  emerged 
from  a Conference  on  Mission  and  Evangelisa- 
| tion  which  took  place  from  August  10  to  20, 
1946  in  Djakarta.  This  conference  recom- 
mended the  formation  of  an  Office  of  Churches 
to  begin  research  with  the  aim  of  forming  a 
| united  church  in  Indonesia.  A Planning 
Committee  was  set  up  in  1946  to  form  this 
Office  of  Churches.  In  a draft  made  by  this 
committee  in  November  1949,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  aim  of  the  intended  Council  of 
Churches  in  Indonesia  should  be  the  “forma- 
tion of  One  Christian  Church  in  Indonesia”. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  in  Indone- 
l sia  was  established  on  May  25,  1950 ; in  its 
constitution  its  character  was  defined  as  a 
place  for  discussion  and  joint  action,  and  its 
| aim  was  to  realize  One  Christian  Church  in 
| Indonesia.  Twenty-nine  Protestant  churches 
were  invited  to  the  Conference  of  Formation 
j (May  21-28,  1950);  twenty-seven  sent  their 
| delegates  and  two  churches  stated  their  con- 
sent to  become  members  since  they  could  not 
send  an  official  delegate. 

The  Preparatory  Committee  for  the  formation 
of  the  NCCI  had  agreed  in  November  1949 
that  the  NCCI  should  be  a transitory  organisa- 
tion in  the  growing  unity  of  the  churches. 
The  conference  was  conscious  that  unity  was 
a difficult  problem,  and  it  said  that  “the 
problem  of  that  unity  has  to  be  studied 
thoroughly  by  the  Churches  and  congrega- 
tions”. It  was  also  clearly  stated  that  the 
Council  of  Churches  did  not  intend  to  form 
a superchurch.  At  the  formation  of  the  NCCI 
in  1950  not  much  was  said  about  methods 
and  procedures  in  working  for  unity ; it  was 
only  stated  in  the  constitution  that  the  NCCI 
“studied  and  proposed  matters  which  aimed 
at  the  formation  of  One  Christian  Church”. 

At  the  General  Assembly  of  1953  the  following 
statement  was  issued : 

“The  General  Assembly  of  the  Council  of 
Churches  in  Indonesia,  which  was  held 
in  Djakarta  on  June  20-30,  after  hearing 
and  studying  the  explanations  on  the 
theme  ‘Towards  the  Formation  of  One 
Christian  Church  in  Indonesia’,  states 
its  opinion  as  follows  ; 

(1)  That  the  Unity  among  the  Churches 
in  Indonesia  is  recognised  as  existing 


among  the  Churches  in  Indonesia  and 
also  experienced  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  Indonesia  in 
its  meeting ; that  this  should  be 
realized  in  a more  concrete  form. 

(2)  It  is  time  to  begin  immediately  with 
the  execution  of  the  studies  and 
activities  aiming  at  the  formation  of 
one  Church  in  Indonesia”. 

These  statements  are  the  first  directives  offered 
by  the  General  Assembly.  On  studying  the 
content,  one  gets  the  impression  that  what 
was  intended  was  one  confessional  church 
which  would  administratively  form  one  unit, 
erasing  or  reconciling  all  differences  and 
concepts.  This  would  imply  that  the  Synods 
would  have  to  be  prepared  to  dissolve  them- 
selves as  Synods  and  merge  with  neighbouring 
churches  into  a new  church-unit.  Thus, 
the  goal  which  was  expressed  in  Indonesia  in 
1953  was  : 

1 . One  Confession 

2.  One  Church  Order 

3.  One  Administration 

At  the  General  Assembly  of  1956  the  condi- 
tions which  had  been  stipulated  in  1953  were 
restated  and  an  Associate  General  Secretary 
appointed.  His  work  was  outlined  in  this 
fashion : 

(1)  To  issue  lectures  in  the  field  of  unity. 

(2)  To  look  for  direct  contact  with  the 
Churches  about  the  problems  in  the 
field  of  unity. 

(3)  To  compile  material  about  the  creed 
and  church  order. 

(4)  To  hold  a dialogue  between  the 
Churches  about  principle  points  of 
faith,  church  order  and  liturgy. 

On  a general  level  studies  about  matters  of 
faith,  church  order  and  liturgy  were  held 
during  this  time,  but  nothing  concrete  mate- 
rialized. Meanwhile,  consultation  sectors 
were  created ; i.e.  among  the  Indonesian 
Christian  Churches  of  West,  Central  and 
East  Java,  among  churches  which  (at  that 
time)  employed  Javanese  as  their  language, 
among  the  Protestant  Church  in  the  Moluccas, 
the  Evangelical  Christian  Church  in  Halmahera 
and  among  churches  in  North  Celebes. 

The  NCCI’s  General  Assembly  in  1960  made 
a new  decision  with  regard  to  church  unity. 
This  was  that  delegates  from  all  churches 
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should  meet  to  prepare  and  discuss  a draft, 
outlining  their  concept  of  unity,  which  could 
be  discussed  again  at  each  Synod ; a final 
decision  could  be  made  at  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  1964.  However,  a conference  of  church 
delegates  could  not  take  place  owing  to 
financial  difficulties.  Therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Unity  tried  to  prepare  a draft  which 
could  be  forwarded  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1964.  Two  concepts  were  outlined  : 

(1)  The  first  draft  was  to  have  promoted 
the  NCCI  to  become  a convent  or 
Synod  where  general  problems  could 
be  discussed,  but  whose  decision 
would  be  binding  for  the  churches. 
This  convent  would  only  handle  com- 
mon matters  and  would  not  touch 
the  matter  of  integration  or  unifi- 
cation. 

(2)  The  second  draft  recommended  the 
foundation  of  one  church  body  which, 
in  broad  outlines,  would  be  based  on 
a common  confession,  in  which  the 
churches  would  retain  and  possess 
autonomy,  but  would  unite  in  their 
efforts  in  the  field  of  Mission, Evangeli- 
sation and  Diakonia,  on  a regional 
and  national  level. 

These  two  drafts  did  not  stress  unity  in 
administration.  In  preparing  this  concept  a 
new  matter  came  up,  i.e.  the  concept  of  unity 
given  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
1961  in  New  Delhi.  Based  on  the  formula- 
tion of  this  Assembly  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  NCCI  in  1964  stated  that  the  initiative 
for  unity  should  come  from  the  Synods 
themselves.  It  also  instructed  the  Commission 
on  Unity  to  make  a draft  of  a church  order 
for  unity,  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  General 
Assembly  in  1967. 

In  carrying  out  the  decision  of  the  NCCI’s 
General  Assembly  in  1964,  the  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order  concentrated  its  work  in 
three  directions  : 

1)  It  tried  to  work  out  a draft  of  the  prin- 
cipal agreements  on  matters  of  faith  to  be 
submitted  to  the  NCCI’s  member  churches 
and  then  to  the  next  General  Assembly  of  the 
NCCI  (in  1967). 

2)  It  attempted  to  make  a draft  of  a form 
of  unity  which  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
churches,  considering  their  aspiration  toward 
unity,  and  taking  into  account  the  situation 
in  which  each  church  was  then. 


3)  It  also  tried  to  study  the  social  and  cultural 
condition  of  the  churches,  the  economic  and 
psychological  conditions  which  would  affect 
unity,  both  on  a regional  and  national  level, 
in  order  to  find  a suitable  form  of  unity. 

At  the  end  of  February  and  the  beginning  of 
March  1967,  a consultation  was  held  among 
leaders  of  member  churches  to  discuss  an 
order  as  a form  of  unity  in  Indonesia.  At 
that  consultation  the  principle  question  raised 
regarded  the  nature  of  a Confession  of  Faith. 
A distinction  was  made  between  the  nature  of 
a ‘Confession’  and  ‘Doctrinal  Consensus’.  It 
was  said  that  a Confession  is  not  a compre- 
hensive statement  of  the  Church’s  doctrine 
and  teaching ; a confession  should  be  a clear 
and  concrete  answer  towards  the  real  and 
actual  challenges  to  our  faith  today.  This 
attitude  was  strengthened  again  in  the  discus- 
sion in  one  Section  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Makassar  in  1967. 

Gradually  then  a so-called  doctrinal  consensus 
has  begun  to  emerge  in  this  light,  a common 
understanding  of  the  Christian  faith  among  the 
various  member  churches,  which  is  serving 
as  a basis  to  approach  and  study  further 
challenges  of  faith  for  today.  In  the  discussions 
an  attempt  was  made  to  use  the  result  of 
recent  biblical  exegesis  and  historical  study  and 
to  avoid  formulation  stressing  any  one  con- 
fessional doctrine  too  heavily.  The  document 
which  emerged  contains  many  agreements, 
but  it  was  acknowledged  that  there  are  still 
differences,  especially  in  the  understanding 
of  baptism.  But  these  differences  should  be 
seen  in  the  context  of  other  agreements  ; they 
are  still  principal  matters  to  be  wrestled  with 
in  the  NCCI’s  Commission  and  among  the 
member  churches.  The  Doctrinal  Consensus 
document  was  submitted  to  the  NCCI’s 
General  Assembly  in  Makassar  in  1967. 

When  it  studied  the  document,  the  General 
Assembly  did  not  suggest  major  changes ; 
only  the  articles  on  the  Sacraments,  Holy 
Communion  and  the  Holy  Baptism  were  to 
be  restudied  by  the  Commission.  The  Com- 
mission has  since  considered  the  suggestions 
of  the  Makassar  General  Assembly  and  a 
revised  draft  has  been  submitted  to  the  chur- 
ches in  the  form  of  a ‘Doctrinal  Consensus’. 
The  Commission  will  collect  the  reactions  and 
comments  of  the  Churches  with  the  hope 
that  the  next  General  Assembly  can  take  a 
decision  on  preparing  a final  document. 
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Finally,  the  Commission  has  attempted  to 
create  the  basis  for  an  Ecumenical  Synod  in 
Indonesia.  The  draft  of  an  Ecumenical  Synod 
was  forwarded  to  the  Consultation  of  Church 
leaders  which  was  held  in  Sukabumi  in  1967. 
This  consultation  consisted  of  delegates  of  the 
NCCI’s  member  churches.  The  church  dele- 
gates made  suggestions  for  changes  in  the 
original  concept.  The  suggestions  were  wor- 
ked out  by  the  Executive  Committee  and 
submitted  to  the  Assembly  in  1967  at  Makas- 
sar, and  were  published  under  the  title  of 
“Concept  for  an  Ecumenical  Synod’s  Order”. 

The  General  Assembly  in  1967  decided  to 
give  the  churches  time  enough  to  study  the 
draft  more  thoroughly.  It  was  requested  that, 
after  discussion,  member  churches  should  send 
their  comments  to  the  NCCI.  If  there  are 
still  major  amendments  or  suggestions  for 
alterations,  this  draft  will  be  reconsidered. 
And  in  the  next  General  Assembly  it  is  anti- 
cipated that  a decision  about  the  draft  of 
this  Synod  order  can  be  taken. 

The  most  important  points  in  that  draft  are  : 

(1)  After  having  co-operated  for  19  years 
in  a body  named  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  in  Indonesia,  the  form 
of  the  NCCI  will  be  changed  to 
become  a church  body  in  the  form 
of  a Synod. 

The  NCCI’s  Assembly  which  at  this 
moment  is  called  the  General  Assem- 
bly becomes  the  Ecumenical  Synod. 

(2)  All  decisions  taken  with  unanimous 
votes  in  the  Ecumenical  Synod  Assem- 
bly are  binding  on  the  member 
churches. 

(3)  In  determining  the  number  of  dele- 
gates of  each  member  church  to  the 
General  Assembly,  the  size  of  the 
church  membership  will  be  consid- 
ered. 

(4)  In  maintaining  relations  among  the 
member  churches,  the  existence  of 
the  Ecumenical  Synod  is  considered 
the  most  acceptable  form  of  unity  for 
the  churches  in  Indonesia. 

(5)  Principle  matters  on  the  confession 
of  the  Synod,  are  to  be  considered 
and  decided  in  several  ways. 

The  Ecumenical  Synod  as  proposed  in  the 
draft  is  not  the  final  form  of  a full  church 
unity,  but  what  has  been  drafted  is  a step 


forward,  a transition  form  to  a fuller  form  of 
unity  in  Indonesia. 


JAPAN 

United  Church  of  Japan,  United  Church  of 
Okinawa 

On  February  25,  1969  these  two  churches 
united  into  a new  united  church.  The  move 
unites  the  Christians  of  these  two  countries, 
who  have  been  separated  since  the  end  of 
World  War  II.  The  signing  of  the  Articles 
of  Union  was  said  to  mark  the  “first  step  in 
healing  a long-gaping  wound”. 

The  Okinawa  Church  has  twenty-four  chur- 
ches and  twenty-six  pastors ; it  has  become 
a district  in  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan,  and  will  receive  aid  from  the  Church’s 
mutual  assistance  funds. 

One  of  the  problems  to  which  the  new  church 
will  address  itself  immediately  is  the  great 
contrast  between  Japan’s  prosperity  and  the 
depressed  level  of  economic  and  educational 
life  on  Okinawa.  In  the  Service  of  Union  the 
church  pledged  itself  to  work  for  reconcilia- 
tion between  the  people  of  Japan  and  Okinawa 
and  to  make  the  burdens  of  the  Okinawan 
people  its  own. 


MALAYSIA 

Church  union  negotiations  in  Malaysia  have 
not  materially  progressed  since  the  1968 
Survey,  due  primarily  to  continuing  local 
difficulties. 

The  Committee  which  was  appointed  has 
ceased  to  function.  However,  the  Committee 
appointed  a Study  Commission  which  has  put 
together  valuable  material  regarding  church 
union  in  both  Chinese  and  English ; this 
material  is  being  used  by  study  groups  on  the 
congregational  level. 

Recently  a new  initiative  has  been  taken  which 
may  bode  well  for  the  future.  The  heads  of 
the  various  churches  in  the  area  met  at 
Singapore  in  October  1969  for  an  informal 
discussion.  From  this  beginning  it  is  now 
thought  that  several  bi-lateral  conversations 
will  eventuate. 

(ER  1968,  pp.  272  f.) 


15 


PAKISTAN 


AUSTRALASIA 


Anglican  Province,  The  Methodist  Church, 
The  Presbyterian  Church 

On  March  5,  1970  a final  meeting  of  the 
Negotiating  Committee  for  Church  Union  in 
Pakistan  was  held  to  work  out  the  practical 
details  for  the  initiation  of  union.  The 
Methodist  Church  in  Pakistan  had  recently 
concluded  its  vote,  and  thus  it  appears  that 
the  three  churches  listed  will  enter  into  the 
united  church,  (although  all  of  the  Presbyte- 
rians are  not  included  in  this  number). 

Although  the  exact  date  of  the  inaugural 
ceremonies  has  not  been  determined  at  the 
time  of  writing,  plans  are  being  made  tenta- 
tively for  November,  1970.  Complete  details 
will  be  included  in  the  next  survey. 

(ER  1954,  pp.  304  f. ; 1957,  pp.  288  ff. ; 1960, 
pp.  236  ff. ; 1962,  pp.  359  ff. ; 1964,  pp. 
419  ff. ; 1966,  pp.  357  ff. ; 1968,  p.  273  ; 
Neill,  pp.  52-55.) 


PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS 

Methodist  Church,  United  Church  of  Christ 

Although  it  cannot  be  claimed  that  active 
church  union  negotiations  are  presently  under- 
way in  the  Philippines,  certain  preparatory 
steps  are  being  taken  which  may  well  lead  to 
further  union  there.  At  its  last  Central  Con- 
ference session  in  November  1968  the  Method- 
ist Church  issued  an  invitation  to  member 
churches  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
to  consult  officially  on  the  possibilities  of 
church  union.  The  Methodist  Church  also 
organized,  for  the  first  time,  an  Ecumenical 
Affairs  Commission ; this  body  corresponds 
to  a similar  commission  in  the  Untied  Church 
of  Christ. 

Already  these  two  churches  have  formed  an 
“inter-church  council”  which  has  functioned 
well  as  a consultative  body  for  joint  action 
for  mission  between  the  two  churches.  It 
seems  likely  that  more  concrete  discussions 
regarding  union  will  begin  in  the  immediate 
future. 


AUSTRALIA 

The  Uniting  Church  in  Australia : 

The  Congregational  Union  of  Australia,  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Australasia,  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Australia 

The  Basis  of  Union  of  this  negotiation  has  been 
revised  and  was  published  in  March  1970. 
This  is  the  final  version  on  which  a vote  will 
be  taken  by  each  church,  according  to  its 
own  procedures,  by  about  the  end  of  1972. 

The  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Union 
began  revising  the  Basis  in  November  1967 
and  most  of  the  work  was  completed  in 
November  1968.  A period  of  interchange  with 
a second  commission,  the  Joint  Constitution 
Commission,  followed.  Although  the  Basis 
of  Union  has  no  constitution  attached,  some 
material,  such  as  that  which  outlines  the 
government  of  the  proposed  church,  naturally 
has  constitutional  implications.  The  second 
commission  gave  advice  on  certain  points  and 
minor  changes  in  the  Basis  resulted.  This 
process  was  completed  late  in  1969  and  the 
work  of  the  first  commission  is  complete.  The 
Basis  contains  a preface  which  requests  the 
federal  Christian  Unity  Committees  of  the 
three  churches  to  refer  the  Basis  to  the  com- 
petent authorities  for  action. 

As  predicted  in  the  Ecumenical  Review  report 
in  July  1968,  the  final  Basis  is  shorter  than 
the  earlier  one.  It  has  18  paragraphs  (some 
with  sub-paragraphs).  These  paragraphs  pro- 
ceed as  follows : 

The  first  four  describe  how  the  Uniting  Church 
sees  itself,  as  it  were,  horizontally  and  vertically 
— horizontally  in  relation  to  the  one  Holy, 
Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church,  to  other  20th 
century  churches  in  Australia  and  beyond, 
and  to  ecumenical  bodies  ; vertically  in  relation 
to  Jesus  Christ  as  the  one  Lord  who  comes 
ever  anew  to  his  people  and  calls  them  to 
discipleship. 

Paragraphs  5-11  deal  first  with  Holy  Scripture 
as  controlling  the  Church’s  preached  message 
and  then  go  on  to  describe  baptism  as  “an 
act  in  which  Christ  incorporates  men  into 
his  body”  and  the  Lord’s  Supper  as  an  act 
“in  which  Christ  signifies  and  seals  his  con- 
tinuing presence  with  his  people”.  Acceptance 
of  the  Apostles’  and  Nicene  Creeds  follows, 
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and  certain  reformed  confessions  are  listed 
from  which  the  church  will  “continue  to 
learn  of  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in 
the  obedience  and  freedom  of  faith”.  A debt 
to  more  recent  biblical  scholarship  and  con- 
temporary insights  is  also  acknowledged. 

Paragraphs  12-14  state  that  all  members  of 
the  three  churches  will  be  recognized  in  the 
Uniting  Church  but  that  baptism  will,  in 
future,  be  the  means  of  entry  into  church 
membership.  The  Holy  Spirit  endows  his 
Church  with  various  gifts.  These  gifts,  and 
the  service  which  flows  from  them,  will  be 
recognised  in  the  new  church  so  that  the 
union  will  not  cut  off  any  gifts  which  its 
members  may  have  been  exercising.  On  this 
basis  the  document  then  specifies  some,  not 
all,  of  these  existing  ministries  which  will  be 
thus  recognised  : ministers  of  the  Word,  elders 
(or  leaders),  deaconesses  and  lay  preachers. 
Allowance  is  made  for  the  possible  introduc- 
tion in  the  future  of  a “renewed  diaconate” 
which  could  facilitate  “the  service  of  mankind 
in  the  face  of  changing  needs”. 

The  government  of  the  church  (para.  15)  is 
by  a series  of  inter-related  councils : the 
Congregation,  the  Elders’  or  Leaders’  Meeting, 
the  Presbytery  (district  level),  the  Synod 
(regional  level),  and  the  Assembly  (national 
level).  These  councils  are  not  ordered  in 
hierarchical  fashion  ; for  example,  the  Assem- 
bly must  consult,  on  major  issues,  with  other 
councils. 

The  provisions  for  bishops-in-presbytery  and 
a concordat  with  the  Church  of  South  India 
have  been  omitted  in  the  revised  Basis.  How- 
ever Para.  16  makes  clear  that  oversight  in 
the  church  is  personal  as  well  as  conciliar. 

The  Basis  concludes  (paras.  17-18)  with  a 
description  of  the  nature  of  church  law. 
Such  law  is  seen  as  always  subject  to  revision 
so  that  it  “will  speak  of  the  free  obedience  of 
the  children  of  God”.  The  church  will  seek 
the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  for  its  future  life 
and  looks  forward  to  the  consummation  of 
all  things. 

Two  appendices  to  the  Basis  deal  in  more 
detail  with  the  celebration  of  the  sacraments 
and  the  ordering  of  the  ministry. 

The  first  federal  assembly  to  receive  this  Basis 
of  Union  will  be  the  Presbyterian  Assembly  in 
September  1970  ; however,  the  other  churches 
have  empowered  their  Standing  Committees 
to  remit  the  document  for  study  and  vote  at 


all  levels  of  church  life.  Voting  will  begin  in 
1971  and  a final  decision  may  be  reached  in 
1972.  In  the  meantime  the  Joint  Constitution 
Commission  will  be  preparing  an  “interim 
constitution”  which  will  operate  in  the  early 
stages  of  the  new  church’s  life. 

The  last  Ecumenical  Review  report  anticipated 
some  slowing  of  progress  because  of  the 
renewed  interest  of  the  Anglican  Church  in 
negotiating  for  union.  This  deceleration  has 
not  eventuated.  Official  Anglican  observers 
have  attended  Commission  meetings  but  it 
was  decided  that  full  negotiations  should 
await  the  vote  on  the  present  Basis  of  Union. 
If  the  Uniting  Church  is  inaugurated,  say,  in 
1974,  full  negotiations  with  the  Church  of 
England  could  then  begin,  seeing  that  an 
official  approach  from  that  church  has  already 
been  welcomed  by  the  other  three  churches. 

(ER  1957,  p.  286 ; 1960,  pp.  242  f. ; 1962, 
pp.  364  f. ; 1964,  pp.  423  f. ; 1966,  pp.  362  f. ; 
1968,  pp.  275  f.) 


NEW  ZEALAND 

The  Associated  Churches  of  Christ  in  New 
Zealand ; the  Church  of  the  Province  of  New 
Zealand  (Anglican)  : the  Congregational  Union 
of  New  Zealand ; the  Methodist  Church  of 
New  Zealand ; the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
New  Zealand 

‘The  Joint  Commission  on  Church  Union’ 
appointed  by  these  five  churches,  submitted 
its  Fourth  Report  to  them  in  October,  1968. 
This  included  the  statement  ‘The  Faith  We 
Affirm  Together’  and  the  ‘Proposed  Outline 
of  Church  Government’  (ER,  1968,  p.  277). 
It  also  included  an  extensive  report  from  the 
Joint  National  Committee  on  Church  Exten- 
sion listing  the  areas  where  some  of  the  nego- 
tiating churches  are  engaged  in  various  forms 
of  co-operative  action,  and  giving  guidance 
for  further  co-operative  ventures  in  the  joint 
use  of  buildings  and  in  union  parishes.  The 
joint  Board  of  Theological  Studies  reported 
it  would  hold  the  first  examinations  under 
the  agreed  syllabus  in  October,  1968. 

At  its  meeting  in  February,  1969,  the  JCCU 
sent  a message  to  the  churches  stressing 
the  inter-relationship  of  unity,  mission  and 
renewal,  and  advising  that  it  hoped  to  com- 
plete a plan  for  union  for  presentation  later 
in  the  year.  This  was  achieved,  and  with  the 
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Fifth  Report  (Sept.  1969)  the  Commission 
submitted  the  ‘Plan  for  Union’  to  the  churches 
for  consideration  and  report,  any  amendments 
desired  to  be  advised  by  30  November,  1970. 
In  the  weeks  following  its  publication,  the 
Plan  was  presented  at  meetings  in  some 
twenty  centres.  Now,  in  1970,  it  is  being 
studied  by  groups  within  each  church  and 
by  joint  meetings  of  people  from  all  the  five 
churches. 

After  the  replies  are  received  in  November, 
1970,  the  Plan  will  be  revised  and  then  sub- 
mitted to  the  churches  as  the  Plan  upon 
which  they  may  make  a decision  to  unite. 

The  ‘Plan  for  Union’  begins  with  an  Introduc- 
tion on  the  nature  and  purpose  of  the  union. 
The  churches  ‘seek  union  with  one  another 
because  they  believe  that  it  is  the  will  of 
Christ  that  his  people  should  be  one,  and 
should  work,  witness  and  pray  together  for 
the  establishment  of  his  Kingdom’.  They 
mutually  acknowledge  one  another  as  ‘parts 
of  the  true  Church  of  God’. 

Part  I : The  Structure  has  17  sections.  The 
name  proposed  is  ‘The  Church  of  Christ  in 
New  Zealand*.  The  churches  accept  the  Holy 
Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  as 
‘the  supreme  and  decisive  standard  of  faith’, 
the  Apostles’  and  Nicene  Creeds  as  witnessing 
to  and  safeguarding  that  faith,  and  as  also 
essential  to  the  life  of  the  Church,  the  sacra- 
ments of  baptism  and  Holy  Communion  and 
a ministry  acknowledged  by  the  whole  Church. 
Those  to  be  baptised  may  be  of  age  to  profess 
the  faith  or  may  be  sponsored  infants.  In 
confirmation,  there  is  laying  on  of  hands  by 
both  the  bishop  and  the  presbyter  with 
prayer. 

Regarding  the  ministry  of  the  church,  ‘it 
belongs  to  the  whole  church’  and  ‘it  is  the 
duty  and  privilege  of  every  member  to  share 
in  the  church’s  ministry’.  The  ordained 
ministry  of  the  united  church  shall  consist 
of  ‘bishops,  presbyters  and  deacons’.  The 
‘office  of  bishop  is  seen  as  both  constitutional 
and  historic’.  Provision  is  made  for  a sup- 
porting ministry ; some  to  be  ordained  as 
presbyters  ‘will  continue  in  other  occupations, 
earning  their  livelihood  within  them’.  Women 
ministers  in  the  uniting  churches  will  be 
received  as  presbyters  and  the  united  church 
will  make  its  own  decision  concerning  further 
admissions.  The  diaconate  shall  be  open  to 
men  and  women  remaining  in  secular  occupa- 
tions, and  those  already  ordained  as  deacones- 


ses will  be  declared  to  be  within  the  diaconate. 
(ER  1968,  p.  276.) 

The  government  of  the  church  is  conciliar, 
with  a National  Assembly,  Diocesan  Synods 
and  Parish  Councils,  and  with  full  lay  parti- 
cipation in  each  council.  The  Parish  Council 
will  consist  of  presbyters,  deacons  and  elders, 
i.e.  lay  communicant  members  elected  for  a 
four  year  term. 

Part  II : The  Inauguration  includes  the  various 
provisions  necessary  to  bring  the  united 
church  into  being.  The  full  text  of  ‘The 
Service  for  Entering  into  Union’  is  included. 
At  the  beginning,  the  decisions  of  the  five 
churches  to  unite  are  read,  prayer  is  offered 
‘as  now  we  accept  one  another  as  fellow 
members  and  fellow  servants . . . make  us 
truly  one  body,  Christ  himself  being  the 
Head’.  Then  follows  as  the  act  of  the  united 
church,  the  Unification  of  the  Ministry  with 
prayer,  a declaration  and  laying  on  of  hands. 
The  Service  of  Holy  Communion  then  pro- 
ceeds. 

Part  III : The  Principles  contains  five  sections 
embodying  material  on  the  Faith  of  the 
Church  (ER  1968,  p.  277) , Worship,  Sacra- 
ments, Ministry,  Government,  based  on  the 
reports  already  submitted  to  the  churches. 

One  other  development  should  be  mentioned. 
Late  in  1969,  a majority  of  the  members  of 
the  Congregational  Union  of  New  Zealand 
and  twenty-eight  Congregational  ministers 
were  received  into  the  New  Zealand  Presby- 
terian Church  at  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly.  The  Congregational  Union  will 
continue  to  exist  in  the  form  of  the  small 
number  of  churches  not  joining  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  this  Union  will  continue 
to  participate  in  the  larger,  five-church  nego- 
tiations. 

(ER  1960,  p.  243  ; 1964,  pp.  424  f.  ; 1966, 
pp.  363-365;  1968,  pp.  276  f.) 


EUROPE 

BELGIUM 

Eglise  protestante  de  Belgique 

In  December,  1969,  at  a service  of  prayer 
and  thanksgiving,  the  Eglise  Protestante  de 
Belgique  was  inaugurated.  The  new  church 
represents  a union  of  the  Evangelical  Protes- 
tant Church  of  Belgium  with  50  pastors  and 
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50  congregations,  and  the  Belgian  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  comprising 
16  ministers  and  14  congregations. 

The  new  church  confesses  its  faith  according 
to  the  Apostles  Creed,  the  Augsburg  Confes- 
sion, the  Confessio  Belgica  and  the  Twenty- 
Five  Articles  of  Religion  of  early  Method- 
ism. 

The  two  churches  had  for  some  time  already 
run  their  own  theological  seminary  before 
their  union.  Cooperation  had  increased  at 
a constant  rate  since  1963  ; elements  of  this 
collaboration  had  included  a declaration  of 
intention  to  unite  and  intercommunion.  The 
Eglise  Protestante  de  Belgique  is  a member  of 
the  World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches, 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  continues 
as  an  autonomous  united  church  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


ENGLAND 

Church  of  England,  Methodist  Church 

Although  the  Convocations  of  the  Church  of 
England  failed  to  approve  the  proposal  to 
enter  Stage  One  of  the  scheme  for  union  with 
the  Methodist  Church  by  the  necessary  75% 
majority  on  8th  July  1969,  the  Methodist  Con- 
ference did  give  approval  by  the  necessary 
majority.  The  scheme  is,  therefore,  now  being 
referred  to  Methodist  District  Synods  for 
ratification  and  has  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Methodist  Conference  in  July  1970.  Since  no 
alternative  scheme  has  as  yet  been  proposed 
to  either  Convocation  or  Conference  the 
present  scheme  remains  in  existence. 

After  consultation  with  the  other  bishops 
after  July  8th,  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury 
and  York  issued  a pastoral  letter  urging  the 
closest  possible  co-operation  between  Angli- 
cans and  Methodists  at  every  level  (within 
the  possibilities  permitted  by  the  law).  They 
gave  encouragement  to  local  schemes  to 
promote  closer  co-operation  and  the  use  of 
common  buildings  for  worship. 

A consultation  of  Anglican  diocesan  ecumeni- 
cal officers  and  Methodist  secretaries  of 
district  ecumenical  committees  was  held  in 
September  1969  to  exchange  information  and 
to  discuss  what  should  be  done  locally  in  the 
immediate  future.  This  was  the  first  time 
these  officers  had  met  together  and  they 
re-affirmed  the  need  for  organic  unity  and 


pressed  for  further  consideration  of  the  exis- 
ting scheme.  The  meeting  recognized  that  the 
implementation  of  the  Archbishops’  pastoral 
letter  would  require  ecumenical  education  and 
considered  that  there  should  be  more  oppor- 
tunities for  joint  worship.  As  a result  of  the 
consultation,  the  Church  of  England  Mis- 
sionary and  Ecumenical  Council  has  arranged 
a meeting  of  officers  from  all  the  major 
churches  in  England  in  the  Spring  of  1970 
when  the  possibilities  for  immediate  ecumen- 
ical action  in  this  country  will  continue  to  be 
explored. 

Unless  the  Methodist  Conference  in  1970 
reverses  its  approval  of  the  present  scheme, 
or  another  plan  is  produced  without  delay 
which  obviously  secures  wide  Anglican  and 
Methodist  support,  the  present  scheme  for 
union  is  likely  to  be  introduced  in  the  General 
Synod  of  the  Church  of  England  after  it  comes 
into  existence  in  November  1970. 

In  February  1970  a New  Synod  Group  was 
launched  which  has  been  created  largely  as  a 
result  of  the  voting  on  July  8th  1969.  One  of 
the  Group’s  principal  aims  is  to  ensure  that 
those  who  support  Anglican-Methodist  union 
are  elected  to  the  new  synod  and  it  hopes 
that  if  the  present  scheme  is  re-introduced  it 
will  receive  the  required  majority  in  the  new 
synod.  (The  Group  also  supports  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  majority  of  the  commission 
on  intercommunion,  and  suggests  that  full 
advantage  should  be  taken  of  the  Sharing  of 
Churches  Measure.) 

Those  who  opposed  the  present  scheme  in 
Convocation  were  challenged  to  produce  an 
alternative  and  Lord  Fisher,  former  Archbi- 
shop of  Canterbury,  has  sent  his  own  proposal 
to  the  bishop  of  London.  Although  Lord 
Fisher’s  scheme  has  not  been  published  he  has 
announced  that  it  concentrates  on  an  amended 
version  of  the  service  of  reconciliation.  He 
considers  his  proposal  to  be  sound  in  doctrine 
and  in  harmony  with  similar  services  already 
adopted  by  the  Anglican  and  other  churches 
in  Ceylon,  Ghana  and  New  Zealand. 

A further  detailed  proposal  is  due  to  be  pub- 
lished in  May  1970  by  the  Rev.  Colin  Bucha- 
nan and  Dr.  J.  I.  Packer,  representative  of 
Conservative  Evangelicals  and  the  bishop  of 
Willesden,  and  Dr.  Eric  Mascall,  representa- 
tive of  conservative  Catholic  opinion  within 
the  Church  of  England.  This  group  has  met 
several  times  since  July  1969  and  its  four 
members  have  each  agreed  to  a one-stage 
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proposal  for  forming  a united  church  in 
England  on  a multi-denominational  basis  and 
with  a fully  integrated  ministry.  The  scheme 
is  thought  likely  to  concentrate  on  gradual 
growth  into  unity  and  it  is  also  thought  that 
it  will  not  contain  any  proposal  for  a service 
of  reconciliation. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  248  f.  ; 1962,  pp.  376  f. ; 
1964,  pp.  428  ff.  ; 1966,  pp.  370  f. ; 1968, 
pp.  279  f.) 

Multi-lateral  Discussion : 

Church  of  England,  Church  of  Scotland,  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  England,  Episcopal  Church 
of  Scotland 

The  Joint  Liaison  Committee  of  the  English 
and  Scottish  Churches  met  in  October  1969 
and  discussed  aspects  of  intercommunion, 
including  the  necessity  for  a new  and  common 
study  of  the  ministry,  and  the  nature  and 
degree  of  unity  required  for  intercommunion. 
The  Committee  agreed  to  invite  consultants 
to  represent  local,  frontier  and  experimental 
ecumenism  at  the  next  meeting  in  1970.  The 
question  of  calling  a large  conference  to  con- 
sider less  traditional  approaches  to  the  Com- 
mittee’s work  for  unity  in  Britain  will  then  be 
discussed. 

The  Church  of  England/Presbyterian  Church 
of  England  Committee  of  the  Conversations 
has  discussed  the  form  of  synodical  govern- 
ment to  be  introduced  in  the  Church  of 
England  in  November  1970,  and  the  basis  of 
union  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
Churches.  Discussion  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land report  Intercommunion  Today  raised 
several  issues,  including  the  meaning  of  com- 
mitment in  negotiations  for  union  and  in 
covenanting  for  union.  The  Committee  saw 
its  function  as  a link  between  the  schemes 
for  Presbyterian/Congregational  union  and 
Church  of  England/Methodist  union  and  con- 
sidered the  consequences  of  the  Anglican 
and  Methodist  decisions  on  Stage  One  of  the 
scheme  for  union.  The  Committee  considered 
whether  it  should  offer  suggestions  for  other 
ways  forward,  and  whether  a body  represen- 
ting the  Anglican,  Methodist,  Congregationa- 
list  and  Presbyterian  Churches  should  be  set 
up  to  plan  for  the  situation  likely  to  exist  in 
1971. 

(ER  1960,  pp.  246  ff. ; 1962  p.  368  ; 1964, 
pp.  430  f. ; 1966,  pp.  368  ff. ; 1968,  pp. 
278  f.) 


Congregational  Church  in  England  and  Wales, 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England 

As  was  reported  in  1968,  a “Proposed  Basis 
for  Union”  was  sent  to  the  Assemblies  of 
these  two  churches  in  1967,  and  the  Assem- 
blies passed  the  Basis  to  the  churches  for 
discussion.  The  concrete  result  of  these  con- 
versations was  the  passing  of  a resolution  by 
the  Assembly  of  each  church,  in  May  1969, 
authorizing  the  Churches’  Joint  Conversations 
Committee  to  publish  a revised  Scheme  and 
Basis  for  Union.  The  intention  was  that, 
after  the  church  council  and  local  churches 
had  once  more  dealt  with  the  Scheme,  each 
Assembly  would  reach  its  decision  in  May 
1970. 

However  late  in  1969  it  became  clear  that 
necessary  legal  arrangements  made  the  1970 
goal  impossible,  and  thus  it  was  announced 
that  the  decisions  by  the  Assemblies  were 
being  postponed  until  1971.  The  drafting  of 
legal  provisions  and  the  preparation  of  a Bill 
to  secure  Parliamentary  recognition  of  the 
necessary  changes  in  trust  deeds  simply 
required  more  time  than  had  been  foreseen. 

The  churches  will  consider  the  completed 
Scheme  prior  to  the  Assemblies’  first  voting 
on  it  in  May  1971 . If  the  Assemblies  approve 
the  Scheme,  they  will  send  it  out  for  voting 
by  Presbyteries,  County  Unions  and  local 
churches,  and  if  these  votes  produce  the 
required  majorities  (the  percentages  required 
are  one  of  the  issues  in  the  legal  drafting), 
then  the  Assemblies  can  take  a final  vote  in 
1972.  The  agreed  name  for  the  united  body  is 
the  United  Reformed  Church  in  England  and 
Wales. 

(ER  1964,  p.  431  ; 1966,  pp.  371  f.  ; 1968, 

p.  282.) 

FRANCE 

The  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches  in 
France 

During  the  General  Assembly  of  Protestant- 
ism at  Montbeliard,  a double  call  for  unity 
was  expressed : 

— that  in  the  heart  of  the  Federation,  the 
churches  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  workers, 
movements  and  institutions  on  the  other, 
should  be  able  to  find  the  means  of  real 
collaboration.  This  call  has  resulted  in  both 
sides  being  granted  representation  in  the 
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Assembly  as  well  as  in  the  council  of  the 
Federation.  It  has  also  resulted  in  the  creation 
of  “departements”  which  regroup  the  funda- 
mentals of  the  activity  of  Protestantism. 

— that  the  churches  work  toward  their  unity. 
Four  of  them,  two  Reformed  and  two  Luthe- 
ran, all  members  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  had,  at  the  time  of  the  Assem- 
bly, just  created  a “council  of  the  ‘Quatre 
Bureaux’.” 

This  second  call  both  roused  great  hope  and 
also  created  some  discussion.  At  the  request 
of  the  Lutherans,  a theological  commission 
called  the  “Commission  de  Lyon”  was  created 
and  instructed  to  formulate  what  could  pos- 
sibly be  a basic  agreement  on  questions  which 
have  traditionally  been  problematic.  This 
Commission  was  made  up  of  representatives 
of  three  Reformed  and  two  Lutheran  Chur- 
ches ; the  Federation  of  Baptist  Churches, 
although  a member  of  the  “Federation  pro- 
testante”,  is  not  interested  in  this  project. 

The  “Commission  de  Lyon”  drafted  three 
texts  on  Holy  Scripture,  Baptism,  and  Holy 
Communion.  These  were  then  studied, 
criticized,  improved  and  finally  adopted  by 
the  assemblies  of  the  four  churches. 

The  churches  have  requested  that  a fourth 
text  be  drawn  up  on  ‘The  Church  and  Doctri- 
nal Pluralism’.  In  pursuit  of  this  theme  they 
have  decided  to  call  a meeting  of  their  man- 
aging committees,  to  be  held  in  October  1970, 
in  order  to  meet  the  “Commission  de  Lyon”. 
While  this  theological  work  was  being  ela- 
borated, the  four  churches  have  been  making 
a parallel  attempt  to  envisage  the  formulation 
of  a common  structure,  and  have  started 
discussing  the  possibility  of  a “draft  of  union 
for  the  Evangelical  Churches  of  France”. 
After  months  of  debate,  the  churches  aban- 
doned the  first  project,  feeling  that  it  had  too 
many  drawbacks.  On  the  1st  May  1969  the 
“Quatre  Bureaux”  agreed  on  the  following 
statement : 

“The  draft  has  appeared  to  some  people 
as  being  too  timid,  to  others  as  too  auda- 
cious, to  still  others  as  reflecting  a con- 
ception which  is  too  ecclesiastical ; to  all 
as  an  ill-omened  weighing-down  of  the 
structures  because  it  creates  a supplemen- 
tary, intermediary  stage  between  the 
“Federation  protestante”  and  the  Chur- 
ches. In  addition,  this  project  has  brought 
out  legal  difficulties  that  cannot  be  dis- 
regarded.” 


What  progress,  therefore,  has  been  made 
towards  unity  between  the  Lutheran  and 
Reformed  Churches  in  France  ? 

Together  with  the  workers  and  the  movements, 
unity  plays  an  important  role  at  the  heart  of 
the  “Federation  protestante”,  and  is  seen  by 
the  “Quatre  Bureaux”  as  being  present  between 
the  churches. 

In  view  of  an  ecclesial  unity  to  come,  this 
unity  attempts  to  root  itself  deeply  in  the 
work  of  the  “Commission  de  Lyon”. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  experience  of  this  unity  within  the  French 
theological  climate.  Two  points  have  been 
raised  which  complicate  the  discussion  and 
search  for  unity : 

(1)  What  value  should  be  attributed  to  the 
theological  formulations,  which  were  felt  by 
some  to  be  indispensable,  and  by  others  as 
being  ineffectual  and  rapidly  becoming  inad- 
equate through  language  changes  ? In  addition 
to  this,  in  what  manner  could  the  proclama- 
tion of  faith  be  extended  so  that  it  would  no 
longer  be  of  the  sixteenth  century,  but  would 
be  able  to  express,  in  modern  language,  the 
central  affirmation  of  the  Gospel  ? 

(2)  Towards  which  structures  must  we  work 
for  the  churches  to  question  the  form  of  their 
existence  ? Should  the  flexibility  of  these 
forms  eventually  lead  to  the  disappearance  of 
all  ecclesiastical  rules,  as  some  would  wish  ? 
What  is  the  structural  minimum  which  would 
be  neither  paralysing  nor  anarchic  ? 

The  next  steps  in  the  search  for  unity  will  be  : 

— the  conference  at  Limuru,  in  April  1970, 
between  churches  “in  the  process  of  unity”  ; 

— the  meeting  at  Lyon  in  October  1970. 


GERMANY 

Evangelisch-Methodistische  Kirche 

The  union  of  this  Church  was  consummated  in 
1968,  as  reported  in  the  last  survey  (page  278). 
The  name  of  the  new  church  was  adapted 
to  the  scene  in  Germany  — it  includes  part 
of  the  name  of  the  former  Evangelische 
Gemeinschaft  and  is  parallel  to  the  Evan- 
gelisch-Lutherische  Kirche. 

The  actual  union  of  the  two  churches 
(EUB  and  Methodist)  took  place  at  two 
part-Central  Conferences  in  Dresden  and 
Frankfurt/ Main.  Since  then,  seven  Annual 
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Conferences  (three  former  EUB  and  four 
Methodist)  have  formed  four  new  united 
Annual  Conferences. 

The  unification  of  the  churches  at  all  levels 
has  moved  along  well.  A new  church  disci- 
pline was  adopted  in  1968.  After  much 
preliminary  debate  the  merger  of  the  formerly 
separate  theological  seminaries  was  carried 
through.  The  new  seminary,  with  increased 
enrolment,  is  now  in  a better  condition, 
although  the  final  location  of  the  Church’s 
seminary  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon. 
The  two  publishing  houses  were  united  before 
the  union  of  the  churches.  Periodicals  have 
merged  and  now  show  a good  circulation. 

Although  the  usual  problems  of  adjustment 
to  a united  church  have  been  experienced, 
local  church  union  has  proceeded  quite  well. 
Especially  younger  people  have  been  enthu- 
siastic in  their  acceptance  of  the  union.  This 
spirit  bodes  well  for  the  future  of  the  united 
church.. 

(ER  1964,  p.  426;  1966,  p.  366;  1968, 
p.  278.) 


Lutheran  Free  Churches  : Evangelical  Lutheran 
Free  Church,  Independent  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the 
Lutheran  Confession,  Evangelical  Lutheran 
(Old  Lutheran)  Church 

The  Lutheran  Free  Churches  of  Germany 
have  finished  their  basic  negotiations  toward 
organisational  unity  since  the  last  report.  It 
was  agreed  that  none  of  the  churches  will 
raise  any  further  qualifications  for  organiza- 
tional unity  and  that  no  fundamental  differ- 
ences of  doctrine  (especially  in  regard  to 
fellowship)  exist. 

Currently  the  leadership  of  the  churches  is 
engaged  in  discussing  a constitutional  outline 
for  the  united  “Lutheran  Church  in  Germany” . 
The  goal  of  these  discussions  will  be  to  give 
this  plan  to  the  pastoral  conferences  and 
synods  of  the  participating  churches  for 
discussion  and  decision  in  the  coming  months. 
According  to  the  timetable  which  has  been 
put  forward,  final  organizational  union  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  Germany  would  be 
completed  in  the  summer  of  1971.  The  plan 
anticipates  a unified  church  with  unified 
leadership  and  Synod.  Pastoral  leadership 
will  be  cared  for  by  a college  of  superintend- 
ents, at  whose  head  a bishop  will  stand.  Day 


to  day  business  will  be  undertaken  by  a board, 
under  the  leadership  of  a bishop,  to  which 
lay  people  will  also  belong.  The  unified 
church  will  be  divided  into  districts  and 
dioceses. 

A significant  step  toward  organizational  unity 
will  occur  on  March  1,  1970,  when  the  three 
former  church  publications  (the  publication 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  (Old  Lutheran) 
Church,  “The  Lutheran”  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Free  Church  and  “Under  the  Cross” 
of  the  Independent  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church)  will  be  brought  together  under  the 
title  “Lutheran  Church”. 

(ER  1966,  pp.  365  f. ; 1968,  p.  278.) 


IRELAND 

Church  of  Ireland,  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland,  Methodist  Church  in  Ireland 

After  seven  plenary  meetings  and  two  years  of 
tripartite  conversations,  there  are  four  agreed 
statements  available  from  the  negotiating 
committees : 

1.  The  Divine  Revelation  and  the  Scrip- 
tures. 

2.  The  Church. 

3.  The  Sacraments. 

a)  Holy  Baptism 

b)  Holy  Communion 

4.  The  Creeds  and  later  historical  state- 
ments of  belief . 

Since  the  last  Survey,  the  Negotiating  Com- 
mittees have  attempted  to  find  an  agreed 
statement  on  the  ministry.  They  believe  that 
the  ministry  of  the  Church  is  derived  from 
the  ministry  of  her  risen  and  ascended  Lord. 
They  acknowledge  the  work  of  a special 
ministry,  ordained  and  commissioned,  to 
mediate  Christ’s  reconciling  work  through 
proclaiming  the  biblical  message,  leading  the 
worship  of  the  congregation,  administering 
the  Sacraments,  caring  for  the  people  and 
guiding  and  encouraging  them  in  the  ways  of 
Christ.  The  Negotiating  Committees  are  not 
agreed  as  yet  on  the  nature  of  oversight  or 
episcope  in  a united  church.  They  are  divided 
on  at  least  two  questions  : 

1.  The  value  of  the  threefold  order  of 
bishop,  presbyter  and  deacon. 
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2.  The  appointment  of  lay  members  to 
pastoral  office  in  the  life  of  the  church. 

A working  party  on  the  Nature  of  the  Min- 
istry in  the  united  church  has  been  at  work 
and  it  is  hoped  that  their  findings,  due  to  be 
submitted  shortly,  will  enable  the  Negotiating 
Committees  to  make  further  progress. 

(ER  1962,  p.  369  ; 1964,  p.  433  ; 1966,  p.  372 ; 
1968,  pp.  280  f.) 


SCOTLAND 

Congregational  Union  of  Scotland,  Church  of 
Scotland 

The  Basis  and  Plan  of  Union  resulting  from 
talks  which  began  in  1959  by  the  negotiating 
committees  of  these  two  churches  was  voted 
upon  at  the  end  of  1969.  Voting  was  done 
by  the  Congregational  Churches  and  the 
presbyteries  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  Plan  was  not  approved.  The  voting  by 
the  Church  of  Scotland  presbyteries  was  30 
in  favour  and  32  against.  The  Congregational 
Churches  voted  53  in  favour  and  60  against. 
It  is  not  yet  clear  what  the  future  developments 
will  be.  Since  both  churches  are  involved  in 
the  six-church  multi-lateral  conversation  in 
Scotland,  ecumenical  conversation  will  con- 
tinue, and  in  this  way  the  study  and  effort 
invested  in  this  negotiation  may  yet  come  to 
some  concrete,  positive  fruition. 

(ER  1966,  p.  372  ; 1968,  pp.  281,  282.) 


WALES 

The  first  British  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  held  in  Nottingham  in  1964,  invited 
the  member  churches  of  the  British  Council 
of  Churches,  in  appropriate  groupings  such 
as  nations,  to  covenant  together  to  work  and 
pray  for  the  inauguration  of  union.  In  res- 
ponse to  that  invitation,  representatives  from 
the  Church  in  Wales,  the  Methodist  Church, 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Wales,  the  Union 
of  Welsh  Independents,  the  Welsh  Province 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  South  Wales  Province 
of  the  Baptist  Union  formed  the  Joint  Coven- 
ant Committee  to  which  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  also  sent  observers.  The  committee’s 
first  report  “The  Call  to  Covenant”  was  a 
preliminary  investigation  of  the  meaning  and 


implications  of  the  Nottingham  Call  to 
Covenant,  and  showed  the  need  for  a clearer 
agreement  on  what  would  be  required  to 
secure  and  maintain  unity ! The  second 
report  “Covenanting  in  Wales”  was  presented 
to  the  churches  in  1968  as  an  Interim  Report 
expressing  ‘a  considerable  measure  of  agree- 
ment on  what  will  need  to  be  said  in  the 
covenant  itself  about  Faith  and  Ministry’ 
(para.  4),  and  inviting  comments  from  the 
churches,  interchurch  groups  and  individ- 
uals. 

The  first  chapter  of  “Covenanting  in  Wales” 
grounds  the  concern  for  unity  in  God’s  nature 
and  His  purpose  for  creation,  and  in  this  light 
considers  such  matters  as  mission,  unity  and 
variety,  nation,  continuity  and  renewal,  and 
church  government.  In  the  second  chapter  on 
Faith,  the  committee  has  sought  to  face  the 
question  of  whether  there  exists  between  them 
an  agreement  on  faith  which  would  justify 
a covenant.  It  does  not  seek  the  answer  by 
applying  any  past  creed  or  confession  as  a 
test  of  orthodoxy,  or  by  drawing  up  a new 
statement  of  the  faith,  but  rather  by  consider- 
ing the  language  of  praise  and  worship.  The 
agreement  found  in  ‘the  common  readiness 
to  give  right  glory  to  God’  is  confirmed  by  a 
common  recognition  of  the  Gospel,  Holy 
Scripture,  the  creeds,  the  confessions,  and 
the  ongoing  life  of  the  church  with  its  sacra- 
ments, as  authoritative  witnesses  to  God  and 
as  the  places  where  the  renewing  power  of 
faith  is  to  be  found.  The  report  affirms  that 
agreement  in  faith  cannot  be  separated  from 
obedience  in  mission  and  that,  therefore, 
agreement  in  faith  is  closely  bound  up  with 
the  task  of  presenting  the  Gospel  in  terms 
that  are  meaningful  for  modern  man.  The 
Report’s  consideration  of  the  Ministry  also 
starts  with  the  church’s  mission,  so  that  all 
particular  ministries  are  seen  within  the  con- 
text of  the  mission  of  the  whole  people  of 
God.  In  this  context  the  ordained  ministry 
is  described  as  ‘oversight  within  the  congrega- 
tion in  relation  to  the  preaching  and  the  teach- 
ing of  the  word,  the  conduct  of  worship 
and  the  administration  of  the  Sacraments, 
pastoral  care  of  the  members  and  the  service 
of  the  church  to  the  world’.  The  ordained 
ministry  as  God’s  gift  to  the  church  has  a 
‘vertical’  as  well  as  a ‘horizontal’  aspect, 
both  of  which  are  historical  although  the 
latter  is  the  most  easily  verifiable.  While 
recognizing  that  ‘through  the  ordained  ministry 
in  each  of  our  churches  God’s  love  is  proclaim- 
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ed,  His  grace  mediated  and  His  oversight 
exercised’  the  committee  finds  that  full  mutual 
recognition  would  require  a union  of  the 
bodies  who  ordain.  A consideration  of  the 
‘horizontal’  aspect  of  ordination  and  of  the 
requirements  of  mission  is  followed  by  an 
attempt  to  examine  ‘without  prejudice  the 
place  of  episcopacy  in  the  church’  and  to 
envisage  bishops  whose  ministry  in  relation  to 
a wide  grouping  of  churches  would  be  com- 
parable to  that  of  an  ordained  minister  in 
the  local  church.  The  chapter  on  Intercom- 
munion, after  describing  the  present  practices, 
asserts  that  an  extension  of  intercommunion 
during  the  period  when  the  covenant  is  under 
consideration  would  contribute  greatly  to 
creating  the  atmosphere  in  which  the  call  to 
covenant  could  be  heard.  The  final  chapter 
on  Practical  Consequences,  based  on  a survey 
conducted  in  a few  selected  areas,  reveals  the 
present  misuse  of  resources  and  suggests  the 
way  in  which  the  making  of  a covenant  could 
further  the  church’s  mission  in  those  areas. 

The  Interim  Report  was  presented  to  the 
churches  for  their  comments  in  March  1968. 
When  the  reactions  of  the  churches  and  the 
comments  of  interchurch  bodies  were  reviewed 
by  the  committee  in  June  1969,  it  seemed  that 
on  the  one  hand  a widespread  and  almost 
instinctive  antipathy  to  any  ‘united’  or 
‘episcopal’  church  was  so  strong  as  to  prevent 
any  careful  study  of  the  report  itself,  and  on 
the  other  hand  that  where  the  report  had  been 
studied,  its  argument  had  been  appreciated 
and  matters  for  further  elucidation  had  been 
referred  to  the  committee,  which  is  now 
engaged  in  preparing  its  final  report.  One 
of  the  most  encouraging  events,  following 
the  publication  of  the  report  and  influenced 
by  it,  was  the  statement  issued  by  the  bench 
of  bishops  and  endorsed  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  the  Church  in  Wales  in  September 
1969,  extending  the  occasions  on  which  inter- 
communion would  be  permissible  and  on 
which  ordained  ministers  of  other  churches 
could  take  part  in  services  in  the  Anglican 
Churches. 


The  Four  Denominations’  Committee  in  Wales 

Following  the  declaration  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Wales  in  1954  of  its  readiness  to  enter  into 
solemn  discussions  with  any  other  churches 
desiring  the  unity  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 


Wales,  the  Committee  of  the  Four  Denomina- 
tions was  eventually  formed  consisting  of 
duly  appointed  members  of  the  following 
bodies  : the  Welsh  Assembly  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  the  Standing  Committee  for  Method- 
ism in  Wales,  the  Union  of  Welsh  Indepen- 
dents, the  South  Wales  English  Congregatio- 
nal Union,  the  Baptist  Union  of  Wales,  the 
South  Wales  Area  of  the  Baptist  Union  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Wales.  The  representatives  of  the 
English  Congregational  Union  of  North 
Wales  and  of  the  Monmouthshire  Congrega- 
tional Union  attended  as  observers.  In 
addition  to  the  meetings  of  the  Committee 
itself  and  its  sub-committees,  annual  con- 
ferences were  also  held  to  consider  various 
steps  towards  union.  The  following  publi- 
cations were  prepared : “Paratoi’r  Ffordd’” 
(1961),  “Towards  Union”,  “Tuag  at  Uno” 
(1963)  “Supplementary  Report  on  Baptism” 
(1963)  and  finally  “A  Scheme  of  Union,  The 
United  Church  of  Wales”  — a bi-lingual 
publication  — (1965).  This  final  publication 
was  presented  to  the  appointing  bodies 
asking  for  their  official  judgement  by  the  end 
of  1967. 

The  Baptist  Union  of  Wales  and  the  South 
Wales  Area  of  the  Baptist  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  found  the  scheme  unac- 
ceptable to  them,  but  the  other  appointing 
bodies  accepted  the  scheme  in  principle,  or 
as  a basis  for  further  discussion  and  referred 
to  the  Committee,  the  various  amendments 
and  suggestions  that  had  been  proposed  to 
them.  The  Committee  felt  that  some  of  the 
matters  so  referred  raised  fundamental  issues 
which  challenged  the  principles  of  the  scheme 
and,  therefore,  decided  to  initiate  study  of 
i)  Unity,  Freedom  and  Variety,  ii)  Baptism, 
and  iii)  the  Ministry.  At  the  time  of  writing 
no  report  has  been  received,  but  the  Com- 
mittee is  scheduled  to  meet  in  April  1970. 

“The  Scheme  of  Union,  the  United  Church  of 
Wales”  followed  the  pattern  of  such  schemes 
as  those  of  North  and  South  India,  and  had 
no  official  commentary  or  theological  exposi- 
tion . The  scheme  was  presented  to  the  churches 
at  the  very  time  that  other  steps  towards  union 
were  also  claiming  the  attention  of  some  of 
the  appointing  bodies.  The  proposals  made 
by  the  Anglican-Methodist  Commission  affect- 
ed the  Methodists  in  Wales,  the  formation 
of  the  Congregational  Church  of  England 
and  Wales  claimed  the  attention  of  Congrega- 
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S tionalists  in  the  Principality,  and  the  possibil- 
j ity  of  entering  into  union  by  means  of  a 
Covenant  was  being  investigated  by  the 
Methodists,  the  Presbyterians,  the  Welsh 
I Independents  and  the  Congregationalists.  It 
is  possible  that  the  variety  of  proposals  under 
consideration  confused  the  issues  for  many 
i church  members.  It  is  very  difficult  to  pre- 
dict the  likely  outcome  of  the  search  for 
unity  in  Wales.  While  there  are  a few  who 
oppose  the  movement  towards  unity,  and 
many  who  are  apathetic,  it  is  probable  that 
the  movement  is  gaining  strength. 


Church  of  Wales,  Methodist  Church 

When  the  “Conversations  between  the  Church 
of  England  and  the  Methodist  Church“  was 
published  in  1963  it  became  apparent  that 
the  proposals  might  lead  to  an  intolerable 
anomaly  in  Wales  where  the  Methodists  were 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Conference,  but  the 
Anglicans  belonged  to  the  Church  in  Wales, 

! an  autonomous  body  within  the  Anglican 
communion.  The  situation  was  further  com- 
plicated by  the  fact  that  while  the  Welsh- 
speaking Methodists  in  Wales  had  their  own 
Assembly,  the  English-speaking  Methodists 
in  Wales  were  not  organized  on  a national 
| basis.  In  1963  the  Methodist  Conference 
j invited  the  Church  in  Wales  to  appoint  repre- 
| sentatives  to  meet  their  own  representatives  to 
! discuss  the  situation.  As  a result,  the  following 
year  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Church  in 
Wales  commended  the  Conversations  between 
I the  Church  of  England  and  the  Methodist 
Church  to  every  parish  for  prayer,  study  and 
report.  The  Anglican- Methodist  Welsh  Nego- 
tiating Committee  studied  and  approved  the 
reports  of  the  Anglican-Methodist  Unity 
Commission,  and  commended  them  to  their 
constituent  churches.  The  Committee  pub- 
lished some  of  the  papers  presented  to  it 
under  the  titles  “Anglican-Methodist  Union 
in  Wales”  and  “Gyda’n  Gilydd”,  and  pub- 
! lished  translations  of  “Towards  Reconcilia- 
tion” and  “The  Service  of  Reconciliation”. 
Thus  the  Anglican  and  Methodist  churches  in 
Wales  voted  on  the  same  scheme  as  their 
English  counterparts.  Voting  took  place  at 
all  levels  of  church  life  and  revealed  a division 
of  opinion.  Thus,  while  all  the  lay  votes  in 
the  six  diocesan  conferences  approved  of  the 
scheme,  the  clerical  votes  in  three  of  the 
dioceses  disapproved  of  it.  When  the  issue 


came  before  the  Governing  Body  of  the 
Church  in  Wales  in  September  1969  the 
result  of  the  voting  in  England  was,  of  course, 
known.  The  Governing  Body  accepted  the 
following  motion  with  293  for,  and  109 
against : 

“That  this  Governing  Body  requests  the 
Bench  of  Bishops  to  introduce  a Bill  to 
enable  approval  to  be  given  on  behalf  of 
the  Church  in  Wales  to  the  inauguration 
of  Stage  One  of  the  Anglican-Methodist 
proposals”. 

The  Methodist  Conference  at  Birmingham 
1969  decided  in  favour  of  the  proposals  and 
asked  the  Synods  to  approve  this  decision.  The 
Welsh  Synods  will  be  meeting  in  May,  1970. 

(ER  1966,  p.  371  ; 1968,  p.  281.) 


MIDDLE  EAST 

United  Evangelical  Church  in  the  Arab  Coun- 
tries : Evangelical  Episcopal  Church  (Diocese 
of  Jordan,  Lebanon  and  Syria),  Evangelical 
Synod  of  Syria  and  Lebanon  (Presbyterian), 
National  Evangelical  Church  of  Beirut  (Con- 
gregational), Lutheran  Evangelical  Church  in 
Jordan 

At  an  informal  gathering  on  the  7th  March 
1962,  a group  of  Evangelical  Church  leaders, 
representing  Evangelical  Churches  in  Lebanon, 
Syria  and  Jordan,  met  in  Ramallah  on  the 
West  Bank  of  Jordan  to  discuss  what  role 
these  churches  should  play  in  the  religious 
life,  the  ecumenical  movement,  the  social 
change  and  in  the  development  of  their  area. 

After  a day  of  deliberation,  these  leaders  had 
to  admit  and  to  confess  that  a divided  Evan- 
gelical Church  could  not,  and  would  not  be 
able  to  play  an  active  role  in  the  life  of  its 
area.  It  was,  therefore,  agreed  that  they 
should  call  on  their  churches  to  come  together 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  urge  their  churches 
to  appoint  official  representatives  to  start 
negotiations  for  a United  Evangelical  Church 
in  the  Middle  East. 

Five  Evangelical  Churches  responded  to  the 
call  and  appointed  official  delegates  to  attend 
the  first  official  meeting  which  took  place  on 
the  4th  February  1963  in  Beirut,  Lebanon. 

The  participating  churches  were  : 

1.  The  Arab  Episcopal  Church  of  Jordan, 
Syria  and  Lebanon. 
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2.  The  Arab  Lutheran  Church  of  Jordan. 

3.  The  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Syria  and  Lebanon. 

4.  The  National  Evangelical  Church  of 
Damascus  — Syria. 

5.  The  National  Evangelical  Church  of  Bei- 
rut — Lebanon 

The  total  church  membership  of  these  five 
churches  is  approximately  35,000. 

The  delegates  held  thirty-six  official  meetings 
over  a period  of  three  years  and  on  the  27th 
June  1966  agreed  upon  a draft  constitution 
which  was  circulated  to  all  the  churches  for 
approval. 

The  constitution  had  several  highlights.  Its 
Preamble  dealt  with  the  question  of  why  this 
proposed  union  was  being  sought,  and  the 
driving  motives  behind  it. 

The  Preamble  gave  three  reasons  for  uniting  : 
This  union  is  an  act  of  obedience  to  Christ’s 
command  that  His  followers  should  be  one ; 
it  is  an  imperative  for  an  effective  Christian 
witness  in  the  pluralistic  society  of  the  Middle 
East ; it  is  also  the  realistic  approach  to  check 
the  devisive  and  fragmentary  nature  of  the 
Protestant  movement  in  a multi-faith  society. 

The  Preamble  recognized  the  role  of  the  mis- 
sion boards  in  creating  these  churches  and 
expressed  the  heartfelt  gratitude  for  these 
boards  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
united  church,  not  to  sustain,  but  to  keep 
and  strengthen  the  ties  of  fellowship  with  these 
boards. 

The  United  Evangelical  Church  of  the  Middle 
East  was  the  name  proposed. 

The  draft  constitution  recognizes  and  accepts 
all  forms  of  ordination  prior  to  the  union  as 
being  acceptable  and  effective  both  for  preach- 
ing and  the  administering  of  the  Sacraments. 
The  united  church  will  adopt  the  Episcopal 
form  of  ordination  after  the  union,  with 
ordination  by  the  laying  on  of  hands  by 
bishops,  priests  and  lay  representatives. 

The  draft  constitution  recognized  the  richness 
of  the  Christian  heritage  and,  therefore,  tried 
to  bring  into  it  former  enriching  elements  from 
the  denominational  background  of  each  of 
the  participating  churches. 

The  united  church  will  recognize  the  two 
Sacraments  of  baptism  and  the  Eucharist. 

The  united  church  will  adopt  the  Episcopal 
polity.  Three  bishops  will  be  consecrated : 


one  for  Jordan,  one  for  Syria,  and  one  for 
Lebanon.  Their  appointment  will  be  for  life. 
Provision  was  also  made  for  a presiding  bishop 
to  preside  for  a period  of  three  years. 

It  is  the  intention  to  have  the  bishop  act  as 
the  first  pastor  of  his  diocese.  He  will  be  aided 
and  advised  by  a diocesan  council  of  one 
third  ordained  members  and  two  thirds  lay 
people,  to  advise  him  on  spiritual  matters  and 
to  assess  and  present  to  him  the  spiritual  and 
social  needs  of  the  diocese,  as  well  as  by  an 
administrative  and  financial  council  made  up 
of  lay  people  whose  decisions  will  be  binding 
in  both  these  fields. 

Upon  receiving  approval  of  this  constitution, 
the  secretary  of  the  Committee  for  Church 
Unity  will  call  the  first  meeting  of  the  united 
church  to  elect  officers  of  the  Council  who 
will  receive  nominations  for  the  appointment 
of  bishops. 

The  first  stage  of  negotiations  was  concluded 
in  April  1967,  two  months  before  the  war 
broke  out.  The  draft  basis  of  union  had  been 
circulated  to  the  churches  for  comment  and 
reaction.  To  date,  three  churches  have  res- 
ponded. (1)  The  Beirut  Church  has  approved 
the  document.  (2)  The  Church  of  Damascus 
has  approved.  (3)  The  Synod  of  Syria  and 
Lebanon  have  approved  it  in  principle.  The 
Lutherans  were  split  geographically  as  a result 
of  the  war  and  have  not  been  able  to  respond. 

It  is  hoped  that  a final  meeting  can  be  held  in 
the  summer  of  1970  to  make  the  concrete  plans 
for  the  inauguration  of  the  church. 

(ER  1964,  pp.  433  f. ; 1966,  pp.  373  f. ; 1968, 

p.  282.) 


LATIN  AMERICA 
ARGENTINA,  PARAGUAY  and  URUGUAY 
Lutherans 

To  initiate  union  conversations  among  Luthe- 
rans in  the  River  Plate  region,  the  Iglesia 
Evangelica  Luterana  Unida,  in  the  autumn 
of  1969,  resolved  at  its  Synod  meeting  to 
invite  other  Lutheran  churches  in  the  area 
to  join  it  in  seeking  to  form  one  Lutheran 
Church  of  the  River  Plate  which  would  inte- 
grate the  Lutheran  family  in  Argentina, 
Paraguay  and  Uruguay.  The  following  Luthe- 
ran Churches  are  involved : 
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Evangelical  Church  of  the  River  Plate 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Argentina 
(Missouri  District) 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  Chaco 
Lutheran  Church  in  Uruguay 

The  Scandinavian  Communities  : 

Swedish  Congregation  of  Buenos  Aires 
Protestant  Society  of  the  South  (Danish 
Churches) 

Danish  Lutheran  Church  in  Tandil 
Danish  Church  of  Buenos  Aires 
Danish  Church  in  Necochea 
Finnish  Seamen’s  Mission 
Norwegian  Church,  Buenos  Aires 

The  Methodist  Church,  the  Waldensian  Church, 
the  Disciples  of  Christ 

The  “Encounter”  referred  to  in  the  1968 
Survey  took  place  in  1969.  At  this  meeting 
it  was  decided  that  a new  orientation  regarding 
church  union  negotiations  was  needed.  A 
resolution  along  this  line  was  issued  and  sent 
to  the  main  assemblies  of  the  three  churches. 

Since  the  last  report,  the  Methodists  from 
Argentina  and  Uruguay  have  become  autono- 
mous churches;  thus  the  number  of  participating 
churches  has  risen  to  four.  According  to  the 
latest  plan,  the  taks  ahead  will  be  approached 
at  three  levels  simultaneously  : 

First,  the  head  of  the  four  churches  will 
convoke  a Consultation  on  Church  Unity  and 
invite  all  Christian  Churches  of  Argentina 
and  Uruguay  that  are  ready  to  engage  in 
dialogue  to  attend,  and  to  send  delegates.  A 
Co-ordinating  Council  will  be  created  invol- 
ving the  personal  participation  of  the  heads 
of  the  four  churches.  And  finally,  different 
kinds  of  united  work  will  be  carried  on  at 
local  and  regional  levels. 

At  a planning  meeting  in  February  1970,  it 
was  decided  to  invite  eleven  churches  to  this 
consultation  which  is  scheduled  to  be  held  in 
August  1970. 

(ER  1966,  p.  374  ; 1968,  p.  283.) 


NORTH  AMERICA 

CANADA 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Canada, 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  — Canada  Sec- 


tion, Lutheran  Church  — Canada,  Synod  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches 

A number  of  significant  developments  have 
occurred  in  the  past  several  years  affecting 
relationships  among  the  four  major  Lutheran 
churches  in  Canada.  While  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  has  traditionally  consid- 
ered itself  in  fellowship  with  those  churches 
that  subscribe  to  the  Lutheran  Confessions, 
and  while  a form  of  selective  fellowship  has 
existed  in  the  past  between  the  LCA  — Canada 
Section  and  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
of  Canada  (formerly  the  Canada  District  of  the 
American  Lutheran  Church),  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  Canada  at  its  June  1968 
convention  formally  declared  itself  to  be  in 
pulpit  and  altar  fellowship  with  the  LCA. 
At  the  same  convention  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  of  Canada  also  declared 
fellowship  with  the  Lutheran  Church  — Mis- 
souri Synod  and  the  Synod  of  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Churches.  Subsequently  the  LC- 
MS  at  its  July  1969  convention  declared  itself 
in  full  altar  and  pulpit  fellowship  with  both 
the  ALC  and  the  ELCC.  Later  in  the  same 
year  the  Synod  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches  took  identical  action  and  also  voted 
to  become  a non-geographical  district  of  the 
LC-MS  as  an  interim  step  until  1977  when 
total  merger  is  to  be  consummated. 

Meanwhile  all  four  bodies,  representing 
99.7%  of  Lutherans  in  Canada,  have  been 
exploring  new  frontiers  of  cooperative  work 
through  the  eight  divisions  of  service  in  the 
Lutheran  Council  in  Canada  constituted  in 
September  of  1966.  Areas  of  common  concern 
requiring  close  consultation  and  joint  plan- 
ning under  the  aegis  of  council  have  built 
new  relationships  of  trust  and  support  among 
members  of  the  participating  churches.  Sig- 
nificantly helpful  have  been  the  area  discus- 
sions among  the  clergy  initiated  by  the  Divi- 
sion of  Theological  Studies.  Principal  subjects 
of  discussion  during  the  past  two  years  were 
“The  Scriptures”  and  “Confirmation  and  First 
Communion”. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  in  structuring 
Lutheran  Council  in  Canada,  the  church 
bodies  deliberately  proscribed  the  quest  for 
fellowship  and  merger.  Such  negotiations 
belong  to  a group  of  official  representatives 
known  as  the  Joint  Commission  on  Inter- 
Lutheran  Relationships. 
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At  its  November  1968  meeting  the  commission 
heard  a paper  by  Dr.  Otto  A.  Olson,  Jr. 
entitled  “The  Scope  of  Lutheran  Unity  in 
Canada“  which  explored  the  numerous  consi- 
derations involved  in  the  proposals  for  organic 
merger  and,  considering  the  various  levels  of 
ratification  required  of  the  churches  involved, 
fixed  1978  as  the  earliest  possible  date  for 
organisation  of  a united  Canadian  Lutheran 
Church.  As  a response  to  this  paper,  the 
commission  has  established  two  sub-com- 
mittees : the  one  to  draft  a doctrinal  statement 
which  could  become  the  confessional  basis 
for  the  proposed  church ; and  the  other  to 
engage  in  contingency  planning  in  anticipation 
of  successful  negotiations  toward  merger. 

At  its  1969  meeting,  the  Joint  Commission 
received  preliminary  reports  from  both  of  the 
above  committees  and  asked  them  to  continue 
their  work.  At  the  same  time  it  gave  priority 
to  the  completion  of  the  fellowship  triangle, 
namely  between  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  — Canada  Section  and  the  Lutheran 
Church-Canada  (a  federation  of  the  three 
districts  of  the  LC-MS  in  Canada)  since 
fellowship  is  deemed  a requisite  for  merger. 
In  order  to  generate  excitement  at  the  grass- 
roots level  of  the  churches,  the  commission 
requested  the  assistance  of  Lutheran  Council 
in  Canada’s  Division  of  Theological  Studies 
to  encourage  meetings  for  the  laity  as  an 
extension  of  the  area  discussions  among  pastors 
now  in  their  third  year.  Thus  inter-Lutheran 
relationships,  specifically  the  quest  for  total 
fellowship  and  one  Lutheran  Church  in 
Canada,  will  be  the  prime  focus  of  discussion 
among  clergy  and  laity  in  1970. 

(ER  1962,  p.  373  ; 1964,  p.  436  f.  ; 1966, 
p.  376 ; 1968,  p.  284.) 


The  United  Church  of  Canada,  the  Anglican 
Church  of  Canada,  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  in  Canada 

On  August  9,  1969,  the  All-Canada  Con- 
vention of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  in  Canada  voted  to  join  with  the 
Anglican  and  United  Churches  in  their  efforts 
for  church  union.  Thus  one  of  the  smallest 
members  of  the  Canadian  Council  of  Churches 
is  uniting  with  the  two  largest  groups  in  a 
major  effort  to  contribute  to  the  unity  of  the 
Church. 

Arising  out  of  Scottish  Baptist  congregations 
which  were  formed  in  Canada  in  the  early 


nineteenth  century  the  Christian  Churches 
gained  a new  identity  under  the  influence  of  the 
Campbell  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  the  Stone 
(Christian  Church)  movements  in  the  USA. 
With  a joint  origin  in  the  Scottish  Presbyterian 
Churches  and  a similar  understanding  of  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  the  Church,  the  Scot- 
tish Baptists  readily  accepted  the  theological 
and  spiritual  leadership  of  Alexander  Camp- 
bell and  Barton  W.  Stone. 

The  Christian  Church  in  Canada  today  is  part 
of  an  international  General  Assembly  which 
includes  over  5,000  congregations  in  the  USA 
and  46  congregations  in  Canada.  The  deno- 
mination, with  headquarters  in  Toronto,  is 
a charter  member  of  both  the  Canadian  Coun- 
cil of  Churches  and  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  The  national  structure  of  the 
denomination  dates  back  to  1922  although 
provincial  organizations  have  been  in  existence 
since  1855. 

Disciple  congregations  observe  the  Lord’s 
Supper  each  Sunday  as  a central  part  of 
their  worship.  This  practice,  like  many  others, 
stems  from  a desire  to  maintain  the  basic 
elements  of  the  worship  of  the  New  Testament 
churches  both  for  historic  continuity  with  the 
beginnings  of  the  Church,  and  as  a means  to 
promote  Christian  unity. 

Preparation  for  union  is  continuing  on  several 
fronts : 

(a)  Meetings  of  clergy,  young  people  and 
general  public 

The  General  Commission  and  the  five  Special 
Commissions,  whenever  possible,  are  holding 
their  meetings  in  various  parts  of  Canada 
other  than  Toronto,  giving  opportunity  to 
use  the  membership  of  the  Commissions  for 
preaching  engagements  and  public  meetings 
as  well  as  for  interviews  with  the  various  news 
media. 

The  Executive  Commissioners,  in  addition  to 
travelling  with  the  Commissions  wherever 
they  meet,  also  travel  to  various  parts  of 
Canada  on  the  invitation  of  the  participating 
Churches  to  meet  the  clergy,  young  people, 
study  groups  and  the  general  public.  In 
addition,  they  are  using  news  media  for 
contact  with,  not  only  the  membership  of  the 
participating  Churches,  but  non-members. 

(b)  Publishing  of  Reports 

Draft  Reports  of  the  work  of  the  Special 
Commissions  are  published  in  the  national 
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church  papers  for  study  and  comment  when 
authorized  by  the  General  Commission. 
These  Reports  appear  under  the  caption 
“Church  Union  Report”. 

The  first  Draft  Report  of  the  Church  in  the 
World  Commission  was  published  in  Febru- 
ary 1969.  The  second  Draft  of  this  Report 
was  presented  to  the  General  Commission  in 
Winnipeg  in  February  1970,  and  will  be  made 
available  for  distribution  throughout  the  three 
churches  for  study  and  discussion  when 
revised  in  the  light  of  the  discussions  at  the 
Winnipeg  meeting  and  in  consultation  with 
the  Executives  of  the  General  Commission 
and  the  Church  in  the  World  Commission. 

The  first  Draft  Report  of  the  Doctrinal  Com- 
mission, entitled  “A  Declaration  of  Faith”, 
was  published  in  June  1969.  A second  Draft 
Report  of  this  Commission  was  presented  to 
the  General  Commission  in  Winnipeg,  in 
which  it  was  proposed  that  the  Service  of 
Confirmation  may  be  administered  by  the 
bishop,  the  presbyter  or  by  the  bishop  and 
presbyter  together.  Regarding  the  ordination 
of  women,  which  is  to  be  under  further  study 
by  this  Commission,  it  issued  the  following 
statement : “The  Doctrinal  Commission,  tak- 
ing cognizance  of  the  biblical,  traditional 
and  theological  arguments  involved,  concludes 
that  there  is  no  theological  reason  which 
would  preclude  the  ordination  of  women  to 
the  ministry  of  word  and  sacraments”. 

In  the  Constitutional  Commission  Report  to 
the  same  meeting  of  the  General  Commission, 
provision  was  made  for  four  levels  of  church 
government  beginning  with  the  Pastoral  Zone. 
The  General  Commission  gave  essential  agree- 
ment to  the  concept  of  the  Pastoral  Zone  as 
the  basic  unit  of  the  Church  at  the  local  level 
consisting  of  either  a single  congregation  or  a 
variable  number  of  congregations,  mission 
projects,  or  specialized  ministries,  where  appli- 
cable. This  part  of  the  Report  has  been 
published  for  study  and  comment.  It  further 
requested  the  Commission  to  find  some  means 
of  embodying  in  the  new  manifestation  of  the 
Church  the  strengths  of  the  Eldership  and 
Session  as  these  have  been  developed  and 
expressed  in  the  United  Church  of  Canada 
and  other  churches  in  the  Presbyterian  and 
Reformed  traditions,  but  not  necessarily 
retaining  these  terms.  The  General  Com- 
mission indicated  also  that  it  favoured  a 
church  government  structure  which  has  three 
levels  rather  than  four  as  suggested  by  the 


Constitutional  Commission.  This  part  of  the 
Report,  when  revised  in  the  light  of  the 
discussion  at  the  General  Commission  meeting 
will  be  published  for  study  and  comment. 

The  Liturgical  Commission’s  Report  to  the 
February  1970  meeting  of  the  General  Com- 
mission was  divided  into  three  parts  ; Part  I 
dealt  with  Guidelines  for  Christian  Worship, 
Part  II  with  the  Essential  Elements  of  the 
Eucharist,  and  Part  III  with  the  Services  of 
Inauguration.  Authority  was  given  for  pub- 
lication of  Parts  I and  II  when  revised  in  the 
light  of  the  discussion  of  the  General  Com- 
mission, and  the  Liturgical  Commission  was 
asked  to  continue  its  work  on  the  Services  of 
Inauguration  and  the  Ordinal. 

At  the  seventh  meeting  of  the  General  Com- 
mission held  in  February  1970  at  Winnipeg, 
further  action  was  taken  by  the  Commis- 
sion : 

1.  A Joint  Committee  on  Co-operation  was 
set  up  by  the  three  churches  to  establish 
guidelines  for  co-operation  between  the 
churches  at  the  local  level. 

2.  It  approved  the  resolution  of  its  Executive 
and  that  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (USA),  that  the  General  Commis- 
sion on  Church  Union  and  the  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  maintain  cordial  and 
consultative  relations  to  the  end  that  “in 
our  two  nations  the  resultant  Church, 
while  autonomous  and  regional  in  its 
expression,  may  enjoy  communion  as  part 
of  the  people  of  God,  that  it  may  posesss 
a mutuality  of  membership  and  ministry 
and  collaborate  freely  in  joint  witness  to 
the  saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ  as  it 
engages  in  His  Mission  in  the  world”. 

3.  It  gave  unanimous  approval  to  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  Executive  of  the  three 
participating  churches  be  asked  to  pro- 
claim one  Sunday  in  each  year,  until  the 
consummation  of  our  Negotiations  in  a 
Union  of  our  separated  churches,  as 
Church  Union  Sunday.  The  Executives  of 
the  participating  churches  have  since 
approved  the  appointment  of  Church 
Union  Sunday  in  1970  and  each  year 
thereafter  until  union  has  been  achieved, 
to  be  observed  on  Whitsunday  each  year, 
which  in  1970  falls  on  May  17. 

4.  It  instructed  the  Executive  to  set  up  a 
small  Working  Party  with  the  objective 
of  preparing  the  first  draft  of  a Plan  of 
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Union  for  consideration,  if  possible,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Commis- 
sion. The  General  Commission  will  meet 
November  27  to  December  2,  1970. 

An  Educational  programme  is  also  planned 
which  seeks  to  involve  the  total  membership 
of  the  participating  churches. 

Many  of  the  Joint  Study  Groups  referred  to 
in  the  last  Survey  have  been  formed  and  others 
are  in  the  process  of  formation.  These  Groups 
are  established : 

— To  provide  means  for  discussion  and  com- 
ment by  the  membership,  both  clerical 
and  lay,  of  the  three  churches  on  all  parts 
of  the  suggested  Plan  of  Union. 

— To  provide  a sounding  board  for  the  Com- 
missions as  they  receive  the  feed-back 
from  the  Groups. 

— To  provide  a real  means  whereby  everyone 
in  the  three  churches  can  assist  in  writing 
the  Plan  of  Union. 

The  manner  in  which  the  Study  Groups  are 
established  is  as  follows  : 

— Each  United  Church  Presbytery  appoints 
a Co-Chairman  and  nine  members.  The 
Diocesan  Bishops  then  appoint  similar 
groups  in  their  Dioceses  to  match  the 
Presbytery  Groups  within  each  Diocese, 
and  the  Christian  Church  appoints  mem- 
bers in  those  locations  where  they  have 
congregations.  These  Presbytery /Deanery 
Joint  Study  Groups  then  begin  to  meet 
together  under  the  Co-Chairman. 

— Each  Joint  Study  Group  assumes  respon- 
sibility for  encouraging  the  establishment 
of  local  Parish/Congregational  Study 
Groups  in  their  area  according  to  the 
pattern  most  suited  to  the  particular  area 
and  its  needs. 

— It  is  hoped  that  there  can  be  97  to  100 
Presbytery/Deanery  Joint  Study  Groups 
across  the  nation  AND  at  least  one  local 
Joint  Study  Group  in  every  place  where 
Anglican,  Christian  Church  and  United 
Church  congregations  will  agree  to  meet 
together.  This  could  produce  approxi- 
mately 3,000  local  Study  Groups. 

The  Joint  Study  Groups  follow  the  following 
general  programme : 

— They  get  to  know  each  other. 

— They  begin  to  understand  each  other. 

— They  study  the  Anglican,  Christian  Church 
and  United  ways  of  doing  things. 


— They  discuss  what  church  union  means  ; 
how  it  will  affect  and  benefit  them  in  the 
regional  and  local  areas. 

— They  discuss  and  comment  upon  the 
published  material  contained  in  the  Reports 
of  the  General  and  the  Special  Commis- 
sions which  have  begun  to  appear  in 
“Church  Union  Report”. 

— They  report  their  findings,  their  opinions, 
their  certainties,  their  doubts,  their  affir- 
mations and  their  questions  to  the  General 
Commission  office. 

By  the  Study  Group  programme  it  is  hoped 
to  involve  the  total  membership  of  the  chur- 
ches — clergy,  laity  (both  men  and  women), 
young  people,  and  representatives  of  the 
Anglican  and  United  Church  Women  and 
the  Canadian  Christian  Women’s  Fellowship. 
This  programme  gives  opportunity  for  those 
who  are  in  favour  of  church  union,  those 
who  have  doubts  about  church  union  and 
those  who  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds 
about  church  union,  to  share  in  the  on- 
going discussions  and  plans  for  church 
union. 

(ER  1955,  pp.  76  f. ; 1957,  p.  287 ; 1960, 
pp.  252  f. ; 1962,  pp.  371  f. ; 1964,  p.  436; 
1966,  pp.  376 ; 1968,  pp.  284  ff.) 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

This  negotiation  has  been  relatively  inactive 
in  the  last  two  years.  The  churches  involved 
have  concentrated  upon  their  involvement  in 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union.  The 
AME  and  AME  Zion  Councils  of  Bishops 
will  meet  in  June  to  review  the  present  state 
of  union  discussions  and  respond  to  a new 
initiative  from  the  CME  Church.  The  Plan 
of  Union  from  COCU  will  be  presented  to 
their  General  Conferences  in  1972. 

(ER  1964,  p.  437 ; 1966,  p.  378 ; 1968,  p.  288.) 

Consultation  on  Church  Union : African  Me- 
thodist Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Zion,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal,  Christian 
Churches  (Disciples  of  Christ),  United  Metho- 
dist, Presbyterian  Church  in  the  US,  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  Episcopal,  United  Church 
of  Christ 


30 


Since  the  1968  survey  significant  progress  in 
this  extensive  negotiation  can  be  noted.  The 
history  of  its  evolution  has  been  traced  in 
earlier  ER  surveys  ; thus  only  recent  develop- 
ments will  be  mentioned  here. 

After  the  Dayton,  Ohio  plenary  meeting  of 
the  Consultation  (COCU)  in  1968  energies 
were  directed  primarily  toward  the  preparation 
of  an  outline  for  a Plan  of  Union.  The  entire 
1969  plenary  was  devoted  to  a thorough 
discussion  and  revision  of  this  outline  by 
representatives  of  the  nine  churches  involved. 
During  the  ensuing  year,  in  the  light  of  this 
discussion,  an  160  page  Plan  of  Union  was 
written  by  a committee  composed  of  nineteen 
people,  a committee  which  invested  one  week 
of  each  month  over  a twenty  month  period. 
At  the  1970  plenary  of  COCU,  which  met 
in  March  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  the  Plan 
was  once  more  exhaustively  studied  and 
discussed,  and  after  amendment  and  revision, 
was  approved  and  commended  to  the  churches 
for  study  and  reaction . In  the  light  of  comment 
received,  the  Plan  will  be  revised  after  January, 
1972,  after  which  it  will  be  submitted  to  the 
governing  bodies  of  the  nine  churches  for 
decision. 

The  ten  chapters  of  this  Plan  of  Union 
represent  something  of  a departure  from 
traditional  plans,  in  outline  and  style.  Typical 
chapters  are  entitled : “What  It  Means  To 
Be  God’s  People”,  “To  be  Members  in  This 
Community”,  and  “To  Move  in  Pilgrimage.” 
The  theme  of  “a  united  church,  renewed  and 
reformed  for  its  mission  in  the  world”  informs 
the  entire  document.  Several  dominant  theses 
can  also  be  traced.  Typical  among  these  are 
the  following : Faithfulness  to  the  Gospel 
through  mission  to  the  world  shall  be  the 
primary  characteristic  of  the  church’s  life  at 
every  level.  This  implies  the  acceptance  of 
the  role  of  the  church  as  initiator  and  encour- 
ager  of  social  change  ; b)  The  celebration  of 
God’s  grace  shall  mark  every  endeavor  of 
the  church ; c)  Structures  of  the  church 
shall  provide  for  inclusiveness  at  every  level, 
for  the  full  participation  of  laity,  women, 
youth,  and  the  several  races  ; d)  Involvement 
in  mission  in  future  must  help  the  church  to 
discover  its  role  as  a participant  on  the  wider 
frontiers  as  a scattered  servant  community, 
as  a humble,  not  a privileged  society. 

The  next  step  already  underway  in  the  United 
States  will  be  a massive  attempt  at  education 
and  involvement  of  the  Christians  in  the  nine 


churches.  An  interpretation  committee  has 
been  organized  whose  activity  will  be  intensive. 
The  attempt  will  be  made  to  involve  as  many 
lay  people  and  ministers  in  the  study  of  the 
Plan  as  is  possible.  Multi-lateral  groups  will 
form  the  basis  of  the  study  process,  in  which 
insights  and  experience  from  each  confes- 
sional tradition,  each  race,  and  every  age 
group  will  be  integrated.  From  such  broadly 
based  study  new  ideas  will  emerge  which  can 
be  later  written  into  the  final  Plan  of  Union. 
Such  groups  will  be  formed  at  local,  regional, 
and  national  levels.  Communication  will  be 
aided  by  a coordinated  attempt  to  involve 
the  communication  media,  both  secular  and 
church. 

The  commission  members  who  wrote  the 
Plan  of  Union  of  COCU  feel  that  the  ultimate 
goal  is  not  only  to  get  an  affirmative  vote  on  a 
Plan  of  Union,  but  is  to  establish  a common 
sacramental,  pastoral,  and  missional  com- 
munity through  which  persons  and  institutions 
can  serve  God’s  purposes  of  salvation  in  the 
world.  To  do  this  they  are  also  working  at, 
and  have  published,  a common  order  for  the 
administration  of  Holy  Communion . Further , 
boards  and  agencies  responsible  for  the  various 
service  arms  of  the  churches  have  met  and 
begun  to  plan  and  implement  joint  action  in 
the  various  phases  of  mission. 

The  Plan  of  Union  provides  the  framework 
for  the  transition  of  government  as  the 
churches  make  affirmative  decisions,  but  the 
writing  of  a constitution  will  not  be  done 
until  somewhat  later. 

The  proposed  unification  of  ministry  also 
represents  a departure  from  recent  plans.  To 
ascertain  that  no  implication  of  reordination 
is  possible,  laying  on  of  hands  will  proceed 
in  silence ; the  initiator  of  this  symbolic  act 
will  be  chosen  by  lot. 

A critical  two  year  period  lies  before  this 
negotiation.  If  its  educational  plan  of  encoun- 
ter can  be  successfully  carried  out,  a new  and 
deeper  level  of  participation  of  the  church 
members  will  be  attained  — a participation 
which  will  be  essential  for  the  health  and 
vitality  of  the  united  church.  Further  details 
of  this  process  will  be  related  in  the  next 
survey. 

The  proposed  name  of  the  new  church  is  the 
Church  of  Christ  Uniting. 

(ER  1962,  pp.  377-379 ; 1964,  pp.  438  ffi  ; 
1966,  pp.  379  f. ; 1968,  pp.  288-290.) 
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The  Moravian  Church  in  America 

The  two  branches  of  the  Moravian  Church 
in  America  are  continuing  their  efforts  to 
unite  into  one  National  Synod.  For  many 
years  they  have  functioned  as  if  this  were 
already  the  case,  utilizing  one  seminary,  one 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  one  Joint 
Board  that  handles  most  publications  for 
the  church. 

A constitution  has  finally  been  developed 
which  will  be  submitted  to  the  Synod  of  the 
Northern  Province  in  August  1970,  and  to  the 
Synod  of  the  Southern  Province  in  the  fall  of 
1971 . There  are  no  doctrinal  matters  separat- 
ing the  two  branches  of  the  church,  and 
agreement  is  general  on  the  details  of  organiza- 
tion. Thus,  no  difficulty  is  anticipated  in 
consummating  a final  union. 

(ER  1966,  p.  381  ; 1968,  p.  291.) 


Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States, 
Reformed  Church  in  America 

The  union  of  these  two  churches  has  not 
materialized  since  in  1969,  the  proposals  for 
union  were  not  approved  by  the  required 
two-thirds  of  the  Reformed  Church’s  forty- 
five  regional  classes. 

The  Southern  Presbyterian  Church  attained 
a favourable  vote  in  its  presbyteries,  in  which 
a three-fourth  majority  was  required.  But 
the  negative  vote  of  the  Reformed  Church 
signifies  the  end  of  this  negotiation  for  the 
immediate  future. 

(ER  1964,  p.  441  f. ; 1966,  p.  382 ; 1968, 
p.  290.) 


Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States, 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  .the  United 
States  of  America 

The  General  Assemblies  of  these  two  churches 
have,  since  our  last  report,  authorised  the 
appointment  of  a Joint  Committee  of  Twenty- 
four  to  seek  a plan  for  the  reunion  of  these 
bodies,  which  separated  in  1861.  No  schedule 
has  yet  been  drawn  up  for  the  presentation  of 
a plan  of  union ; at  present  the  Committee 
is  engaged  in  a process  of  listening  and 
learning  throughout  the  two  denomina- 
tions. 


The  resolution  sent  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  to  its  sister  church 
reads  in  part : 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United 
States  invite  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  to  seek  a plan  for  the 
the  re-union  of  the  two  churches. 

The  common  heritage  which  we  share  in 
these  United  States,  the  unity  of  faith  and 
life  to  which  our  Constitutions  witness 
and  the  necessity  of  a strong  Christian 
mission  in  this  nation  and  world,  behoove 
us  to  initiate  plans  for  union. 

Trusting  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  reaffirm  our 
readiness  to  be  led  into  whatever  forms 
of  church  life  and  work  are  revealed  as 
God’s  will  for  us. 

Therefore,  we  recommend  that  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  United  States  appoint  a special  com- 
mittee of  twelve  persons  and  invite  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  to  appoint  a committee 
of  twelve  persons  to  constitute  a Joint 
Committee  of  Twenty-four : 

1 . To  engage  in  joint  conferences  to  study 
and  explore  areas  of  unity  and  diversity 
in  our  present  faith  and  practice  and 
ways  in  which  the  diversities  that 
separate  us  may  be  overcome. 

2 . To  encourage  and  intensify  correspond- 
ence and  discussions  between  our 
Boards  and  agencies  having  responsi- 
bilities in  the  areas  affecting  the  total 
life  of  our  two  denominations. 

3.  To  report  annually  beginning  in  1970 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  US  and  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  USA. 

4.  To  recommend  further  steps  toward 
the  re-union  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  the  United  States  and  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  This  resolution  is 
presented  with  prayer  to  God  that  the 
life  and  witness  to  Jesus  Christ  in 
these  United  States  may  be  greatly 
strengthened  by  these  considerations 
and  eventual  decisions. 
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The  General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America  replied,  again  in  part : 

We  gratefully  and  joyfully  respond  to 
the  Resolution  from  your  109th  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

We  affirm  with  you  “the  common 
heritage  which  we  share  in  these 
United  States,  the  unity  of  faith  and 
life  to  which  our  Constitutions  witness, 
and  the  necessity  of  a strong  Christian 
mission  in  this  nation  and  world”. 

We  welcome  your  proposal  that  we 
form  a means  whereby  we  may  “seek 
a plan  for  the  reunion  of  the  two 
churches”.  We  believe  the  time  has 
come  for  our  unity  to  be  expressed  in 
visible  and  effectual  form.  We  cove- 
nant to  seek  with  you  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  this  quest,  in  order 
that  the  Church  may  become  a more 
effective  instrument  of  Christ’s  mis- 
sion to  the  world. 

Since  both  of  the  churches  are  involved  in 
the  Consultation  on  Church  Union,  it 
is  assumed  that  this  investigation  will  draw 
neither  attention  nor  energy  from  the  more 
inclusive  negotiation. 

The  Wesleyan  Church 

As  was  reported  in  the  1968  survey,  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  of  America  and 
the  Pilgrim  Holiness  Church  united  in  June, 
1 968 . The  new  church  will  count  a membership 
of  122  340  and  a Sunday  school  constituency 
of  300  000.  Its  world  mission  operation 
embraces  work  on  every  continent,  including 
the  full  range  of  service  from  evangelism, 
education,  Christian  nurture,  nursing,  animal 
husbandry  and  agriculture,  to  homemaking 
and  professional  medicine.  Missionaries  of 
the  new  church  are  at  work  in  thirty  nations . 
The  two  denominations  brought  together 
eleven  educational  institutions  and  can  now 
count  a youth  organization  of  twenty-five 
thousand  and  a women’s  missionary  organi- 
zation of  thirty-six  thousand.  They  look 
forward  to  the  future  with  confidence  and  the 
expectation  that  their  witness  and  mission 
will  be  strengthened  and  more  fruitfully  car- 
ried forward  as  they  take  up  their  common 
task  as  one  church. 

<ER  1960,  p.  22 ; 1962,  pp.  375  f.  ; 1964, 
p.  441  ; 1966,  p.  381  ; 1968,  p.  292.) 


WEST  INDIES 

The  Church  in  the  Province  of  the  West  Indies, 
The  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas 

The  fifth  meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
the  Anglican/Methodist  Consultation  was 
held  in  Barbados  in  1968.  It  was  clear  that 
there  had  been  insufficient  study  by  the 
churches  of  “A  Report  of  the  Anglican/ 
Methodist  Consultation  in  the  West  Indies”, 
and  it  was  agreed  to  extend  the  time  of  study 
to  the  end  of  1969.  The  result  of  the  1969 
vote  in  England  further  served  to  slow  down 
discussion. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Anglicans  and  Meth- 
odists, an  Inter-Church  Consultation  for  the 
Caribbean  area  was  held  in  Jamaica  in 
December  1969,  and  was  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives of  these  churches  and  of  the 
Moravian  and  Roman  Catholic  churches  and 
the  Caribbean  Assembly  of  Reformed  Chur- 
ches (Presbyterian  and  Congregational).  The 
Rt.  Rev.  G.  O.  Williams,  Bishop  of  Bangor, 
was  invited  to  speak  on  the  meaning  and 
implications  of  the  Covenant  commitment 
to  work  and  pray  for  union.  The  Consulta- 
tion agreed  to  recommend  to  the  respective 
churches  that  further  consultation  on  cove- 
nanting for  unity  and  joint  action  should  be 
continued  in  1970.  The  Rev.  F.  D.  Chaplin, 
the  newly-appointed  Secretary  for  Inter-Church 
relations  in  the  English-speaking  Caribbean 
outlined  the  proposal  for  establishing  a 
Caribbean  Christian  Conference,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  appoint  a Steering  Committee, 
representing  the  whole  region,  to  assist  in 
implementing  this  proposal. 

(ER  1964,  p.  436;  1966,  p.  375;  1968, 
pp.  283  f.) 

JAMAICA 

The  United  Church  of  Jamaica  and  Grand 
Cayman,  The  Disciples  of  Christ  in  Jamaica, 
The  Moravian  Church  in  Jamaica. 

In  Jamaica,  Disciples,  Moravians  and  the 
United  Church  of  Jamaica  have  produced  a 
draft  Basis  of  Union,  in  which  agreement  has 
been  reached  in  all  points  except  the  question 
of  episcopacy.  A one-day  conference,  called 
for  June  6,  will  further  discuss  the  issue.  The 
Basis  of  Union  has  been  sent  by  the  Synods 
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of  the  Disciples  and  United  Church  to  their 
respective  Area  Councils  for  information, 
discussion  and  ratification.  A time  limit  of 
six  months  has  been  set  on  this  process. 

In  November,  1970,  special  Synods  of  the 
negotiating  communions  will  be  called  to 


receive  the  reports  on  the  Basis  of  Union 
from  the  Area  Councils.  If  the  majority 
approve,  a joint  Synod  will  be  called  early  in 
1971  to  receive  the  Disciples  and  Moravians 
into  full  membership  of  the  United  Church 
of  Jamaica  and  Grand  Cayman. 
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